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Torah Portion in a Nutshell
Portion Name

Translation

Address

B’reisheet

In the beginning

Genesis 1:1-6:8

Haftarah

Isaiah 42:5-43:10

In the beginning, Yahweh created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void
and darkness was over the face of the deep and the Ruach HaChodesh (Holy Spirit) was hovering
over the face of the waters. On the first day, Yahweh created light. He called the light day and the
darkness he called night. On day two Yahweh created the sky (firmament; called Heaven) and dry
land (earth). The third day, Yahweh created grass, herbs, seeds, trees, and caused them to produce
fruit and seeds after their own kinds. The fourth day, Yahweh created sun, moon, and stars as a
sign for seasons, days, and years and for lights to rule the day and night. On the fifth day, Yahweh
created animals, sea creatures, birds, and every winged thing. Yahweh blessed them and commanded them to be fruitful and multiply. On the sixth day, Yahweh created man. On the seventh day
(Shabbat), Yahweh rested from his work. He blessed and sanctified (set apart) the seventh day. A
mist watered the ground. Man was formed from the dust of the ground. Yahweh planted a garden in
the east in Eden and he put man there. He planted the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil there. Yahweh told man not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
Yahweh made a helper (Eve; also called Chavah) for man (Adam). Chavah was formed from the rib
of Adam. There was a serpent in the garden and the serpent deceived Chavah and she ate the fruit
from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Chavah gave some to Adam. They became
ashamed and made themselves clothing from fig leaves. Yahweh came to look for them in the garden but Adam and Chavah hid. When they told Yahweh what they had done, Yahweh cursed the
serpent for deceiving Chavah. He cursed it to eat dust and move along on its belly. Yahweh told the
serpent that Chavah's Seed would bruise the serpent's head and that the serpent would bruise Chavah's Seed's heel. Yahweh cursed the ground and caused Adam to work hard to eat from the land.
Yahweh made clothing from skin for Adam and Chavah. Yahweh sent them out of the garden and
placed a cherubim with a flaming sword to guard the way to the tree of life. Soon after, Chavah had
a son named Cain. She had another son named Abel. Cain was a farmer and Abel was a sheep
herder. Cain brought the wrong offering to Yahweh. Yahweh tried to encourage him to do what is
right. Cain decided to kill Abel. Yahweh punished Cain. Cain's descendants learned to work with
land, livestock, harps, flutes, bronze and iron. Adam and Chavah had another son named Seth.
Seth went on to have a family and a son named Enosh. Men began to call on the name of the LORD
(Yahweh) after that. Noah was a descendant of Seth. When men and women began to multiply, the
wickedness of man was great in the earth. Yahweh was sorry that he had made man on the earth
and his heart was grieved. Yahweh wanted to destroy man and beast and everything that was on
the earth that he had made. But Noah found grace in the eyes of Yahweh.
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Torah Portion in a Nutshell
Portion Name

Translation

Address

Noach

Noah

Genesis 6:9-11:32

Haftarah

Isaiah 54:1-55:5

Noah walked with Yahweh. He had three sons (Shem, Ham, and Japheth). The earth was filled with
violence in Noah's day. Yahweh decided to destroy the earth. He told Noah to make an ark of gopher wood. He told him how big to make it. Yahweh told Noah he was going to flood the earth and
destroy all flesh and that everything that is in the earth would die. Yahweh established a covenant
with Noah. He told him to bring two of every unclean and seven pairs of every clean animal into the
ark. Noah had to gather seven pairs of each bird as well. He told Noah to gather food for himself
and the animals. Noah obeyed. Yahweh caused it to rain on the earth for 40 days and 40 nights.
Everything living on the earth was destroyed. The ark floated around for 150 days. The ark rested
upon the mountains of Ararat. The water kept decreasing for a few more months. Noah opened the
window of the ark and sent forth a raven. Then he sent forth a dove but it came back. He sent the
dove again and it came back with an olive leaf in its mouth. He sent it out again and it didn't come
back. Noah looked outside and it was dry. He and his family and his animals left the ark and Noah
built an altar and offered offerings to Yahweh. Yahweh smelled the sweet savor and promised to
never again kill every living thing. Yahweh blessed Noah and his sons and established His covenant
with them. The sign of this covenant was the rainbow. Yahweh promised never again to flood the
earth to destroy all flesh. Noah's sons went on to have many sons and daughters. As generations
passed, the whole earth spoke one language. The people decided to build a tower to reach to
heaven. Yahweh decided to go and confuse their language so that they couldn't understand each
other's speech. The tower is named Babel because Yahweh confounded the language of all the
earth and scattered the people around.
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Torah Portion in a Nutshell
Portion Name

Translation

Address

Lech Lecha

Go forth

Genesis 12:1-17:27

Haftarah

Isaiah 40:27-41:16

Yahweh told Abram to go to a new land so he could become a great nation. Yahweh promises to
bless those who bless Abram and curse those who curse Abram. Abram was 75 years old when he
left. He took Sarai (his wife), and Lot (his brother's son) with him. They took all the possessions they
had gathered and set out for Canaan. Abram and Sarai went to Egypt for a while because there was
famine in the land. While they were there, the lied to the Pharaoh and said that Sarai was Abram's
sister. They were sent away with all that they had. They went to Negeb. The land couldn't support
Abram's flocks and Lot's flocks so they decided to go separate ways. Lot took the area near the Jordan Valley. Lot's land went as far as Sodom. The people of Sodom were very wicked and sinned
against Yahweh. Abram chose the land of Canaan. There was a war in Sodom. Lot was taken.
Someone came and told Abram about Lot. When Abram heard that Lot was taken captive, he went
and rescued him and brought him back with all of his family and possessions. After the victory, Melchizedek (king of Salem) brought bread and wine to Abram and blessed him. Abram gave him a
tenth of everything. Abram decided not to take anything of Melchizedek's. After these things, Yahweh appeared to Abram in a vision and promised him that his descendants would be as numerous
as the stars. Abram believed but he and Sarai had no children. Sarai brought her servant, Hagar, to
Abram. Hagar conceived. Sarai was not happy. Hagar ran away. The Lord appeared to Hagar in the
wilderness and promised to multiply her offspring and told her to go back home. Hagar had a son
and named him Ishmael. When Abram was 99 years old, Yahweh changed his name to Abraham
and commanded that he circumcise himself and every male among the people as a sign of the
covenant with Yahweh. Yahweh changed Sarai's name to Sarah. Yahweh promised to give Abraham and Sarah a son. He was to be named Isaac. Yahweh would establish a covenant with Isaac
and make him a great nation. Abraham obeyed all that Yahweh asked.
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Torah Portion in a Nutshell
Portion Name

Translation

Address

Vayera

And he appeared

Genesis 18:1-22:24

Haftarah

2 Kings 4:1-37

Three men came and stood before Abraham. Abraham asked them to stay and drink water, have their feet washed, and rest under
the tree. Abraham fetched bread and other foods for them. The men agreed to stay and stood by the tree while they ate. They
asked where Sarah was. They told Abraham that in a year, Sarah and him would have a son. Abraham and Sarah were very old.
Sarah heard the men and she laughed because she was so old. The Lord asked Abraham why Sarah laughed. Sarah denied that
she had laughed. She was afraid. The Lord said, "No, but you did laugh." The men set out from there and they looked down toward
Sodom. The Lord wondered what he would tell Abraham about what He was about to do. Abraham was chosen to become a great
and mighty nation. He was chosen that he might command his children and his household after him to keep the way of the Lord by
doing righteousness and justice. This is how Yahweh would bring Abraham what He has promised him. The Lord told Abraham that
"because the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is great and their sin is very grave, I will go down to see whether they have done
altogether according to the outcry that has come to me. And if not, I will know." Abraham asked Yahweh if he would sweep away
the righteous with the wicked for Yahweh is a just Judge. If 50 righteous people were found, Abraham asks Yahweh if he would
spare the 50 righteous people. Yahweh answered, "For the sake of fifty, I will not destroy it." Abraham asks if 45 righteous people
were found, would they be spared. Yahweh answered, "For the sake of forty-five, I will not destroy it." Abraham asks if 40 righteous
people were found, would they be spared. Yahweh answered, "For the sake of forty, I will not destroy it." Abraham asked if 30 righteous people were found, would they be spared. Yahweh answered, "For the sake of thirty, I will not destroy it." Abraham asks if 25
righteous people were found, would they be spared. Yahweh answered, "For the sake of twenty-five, I will not destroy it." Abraham
asks if 20 righteous people are found, would they be spared. Yahweh answered, "For the sake of twenty, I will not destroy it." Abraham asks if 10 were found, would they be spared. Yahweh answered, "For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it." The two angels went
to visit Sodom in the evening. Lot was sitting by the gate of Sodom. Lot invited them to his house for the night. They wanted to
spend the night in the town's square. Lot urged them to come to his house. They agreed to go to Lot's house. He made them a feast
and baked unleavened bread and they ate. The men of the city surrounded Lot's house. Lot was a visitor in Sodom. The men of the
city were angry with Lot when he wouldn't do wicked things for them. Lot went out to hold the men back from his door. The angels
reached out and brought Lot into the house and struck the wicked men with blindness so that they couldn't find the door. They urged
Lot to bring his family out from that city. They were going to destroy it because the outcry against the city was great before the Lord.
Lot went to his sons-in-law who were to marry is daughters. He urged them to get out because the Lord was going to destroy the
city. They thought Lot was joking. Lot took his wife and two daughters in the morning and left. Lot hesitated. The angels grabbed
their hands because of the Lord's mercy and brought them out and set them outside the city. They told them not to look back. Lot
and his family escaped to Zoar. Sulfur and fire rained down on Sodom and Gomorrah from out of heaven. Lot's wife looked back.
She became a pillar of salt. Abraham went early in the morning and stood before the Lord. He say the smoke rising from Sodom and
Gomorrah. Yahweh remembered Abraham and sent out Lot of the midst of the cities he overthrew. Lot's daughters tricked their father while he was sleeping. Abraham journeyed to Gerar. He told the people there that Sarah was his sister. Abimelech the King
took Sarah. Yahweh told him in a dream that Sarah was Abraham's wife and that Abraham was a prophet. He told Abimelech to
return Sarah to Abraham. Abimelech asked Abraham why he said that Sarah was his sister. Abraham told them that Gerar did not
fear Yahweh and that he believed that they would take Sarah and kill him. Abraham told the men that Sarah was his half-sister. Abimelech gave gifts to Abraham. Sarah gave birth to Isaac (which means, HE LAUGHS). The child grew and Abraham made a feast
when he was weaned. Hagar's son laughed. Sarah told Abraham to cast Hagar and Ishmael out. Abraham was displeased. Yahweh
told Abraham to do as Sarah asked and promised to make a nation from Ishmael as well. In the desert, Yahweh provided water for
Ishmael and Hagar so they would live. Ishmael became an expert with the bow and lived in the wilderness. Abraham made a treaty
with Abimelech. Yahweh told Abraham to take Isaac to the land of Moriah and offer him as a burnt offering there on one of the
mountains. Abraham obeyed and set out with Isaac. When Isaac asked Abraham where the offering was, Abraham replied,
"Yahweh will provide for himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." Yahweh was pleased that Abraham obeyed. He provided a
ram as a sacrifice.
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Torah Portion in a Nutshell
Portion Name

Translation

Address

Chayei Sarah

Life of Sarah

Genesis 23:1-25:18

Haftarah

1 Kings 1:1-31

Sarah lived to be 127 years old. She died in Hebron in the land of Canaan. Abraham went to
mourn for her and bury her. The Hittites tried to give the cave and field to Abraham but he insisted on paying for it. He bought a field and a cave in Canaan for four hundred shekels of silver. He buried Sarah in the cave. Abraham was very blessed. He sent his oldest servant to
make a covenant with him. He was to go and find a wife for Isaac in Canaan. The servant asked
Abraham some questions and then agreed to go and do all that he was asked. He took camels
and gifts and went to Mesopotamia. He found a woman there. He asked Yahweh to show love
to Abraham by showing him which young woman was to marry Isaac. He found Rebekah and
worshipped Yahweh. She was young and pretty. Rebekah gave the servant of Abraham some
water and allowed him to come to her house. He went there to meet her family. When he arrived
at Rebekah's house, he told them about Abraham and Isaac. He asked Bethuel (Rebekah's father) if Rebekah could come and be Isaac's wife. He agreed. Rebekah's brother and mother
wanted Rebekah to stay at home for a while longer before she was taken to Isaac. After ten
days, the sent here and blessed her. Isaac went out the meditate in the field. He saw camels
coming. Rebekah saw Isaac from a distance. She covered herself. The servant spoke with
Isaac. Isaac and Rebekah were married and she comforted Isaac after his mother's death. Abraham took another wife whose name was Keturah. She and Abraham had six sons. Abraham
gave all that he had to Isaac. He gave his other sons gifts. Abraham lived for 175 years. Isaac
and Ishmael buried Abraham in the cave of Machpelah with Sarah. Ishmael had 12 sons and
they settled into tribes near Assyria. Ishmael lived for 137 years. He settled over against all his
kinsmen.
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Torah Portion in a Nutshell
Portion Name

Translation

Address

Toldot

Generations

Genesis 25:19-28:9

Haftarah

1 Samuel 20:18-42

Isaac (Yitzak) prayed for his wife, Rebekah (Rivka) because she was barren. Rebekah asks the L-rd what is happening when she
feels the twin boys struggling within her womb. The L-rd tells her that there are two nations struggling in here womb. Two nations
will be divided and one shall be stronger than the other. The older shall serve the younger. On the day of the twins' birth, the first
came out red and all his body was like a hairy coat. They called him Esau. Afterward, his brother was born. He came out holding
Esau's heel so they called him Jacob (Yakkov). Esau came in fromt he field one day while Jacob was cooking stew. Esau asked
Jacob to give him some of the red stew because he was exhausted. Jacob told Esau to sell him birthright right then. Esau was so
tired and didn't find his birthright of use right then so he sold his birthright to Hacob for bread and lentil stew. Esau despised his
birthright. YHWH promised to bless and multiply Isaac's offspring. He told him to refrain from going to Egypt (Mitsrayim) and to go
to the land that He would show Isaac. Isaac's offspring would be multiplied like the stars of heaven and his offspring would inherit
the lands. All the nations of the earth would be blessed in Isaac's offspring because Abraham obeyed YHWH's voice and kept His
charge, His commandments, His statutes, and His laws. Isaac settled in Gerar and when the men there asked about Rebekah, he
told them that she was his sister because she was so beautiful. When Abimelech the king of the Philistines looked out of his window, he saw Isaac laughing with Rebekah. He asked Isaac why he said she was his sister. Isaac told him that he was afraid to die
because of her. Abimelech warned everyone not to touch Isaac or Rebekah of they would be put to death. Isaac sowed in Gerar
and reaped a hundredfold. Yahweh blessed him. The Philistines sent him away since Isaac was mightier than they. Isaac went to
the Valley of Gerar and settled there. He dug wells that Abraham had dug (which the Philistines had filled in). He gave the wells
the same names that his father had given them. After contending over a couple of wells with the local herdsmen, Isaac found a
well to use without upsetting anyone and he settled in the land. He was able to be fruitful. From there, he went to Beersheba. Yahweh appeared to Abraham and told him to fear not. He promised to bless Isaac and multiply his offspring for Abraham's sake. Abimelech went out to find Isaac to make a covenant with him. He wanted ot dwell in peace with Isaac since Yahweh was clearly with
Isaac in the land. So they feasted together and ate and drank. In the morning, they exchanged oaths. Meanwhile, Esau took Judith
and Basemath (Hittite women) as wives and they made life bitter for Isaac and Rebekah. When Isaac was old, his eyes were dim
so he couldn't see. He sent Esau to hunt and prepare food for him. He wanted to bless Esau (his oldest son) before he died. Rebekah heard Isaac send Esau to hunt. She knew Isaac was about to bless Esau. She told Jacob to go and select two young goats
from the flock. She would prepare them for Isaac and Jacob would receive the blessing. Jacob reminded his mother that Esau was
hairy and he was smooth. He feared that Isaac would find out and curse him. Rebekah consoled him and was willing to take the
curse upon herself if that Isaac found out and cursed Jacob. So, Jacob obeyed his mother. Rebekah prepared delicious food for
Isaac. She dressed Jacob in his brothers clothing and placed the goats' skins onto Jacob's hands and neck. She handed Jacob the
food and bread which she had prepared. Jacob went in to his father. He told Isaac that he was Esau. Isaac was surprised that
Esau had returned so quickly. He told his father that Yahweh had granted him success. He asked Jacob to come near so he could
feel him and see if he was indeed Esau. He went near to his father. Isaac felt him and said, "The voice is Jacob's but the hands are
the hands of Esau." So he blessed him. Isaac asked, "Are you really my son Esau?" Jacob answered, "I am." Isaac ate the delicious meal and drank wine. Isaac asked Jacob to come near so he could kiss him. Isaac smelled him and blessed him further. As
soon as Jacob left, Esau came in. He prepared delicious food and brought it to his father. Esau was very angry when he found out
what Isaac had done. He cried a bitter cry. He had been cheated twice by his brother who had both taken his birthright and his
blessing. He asked Isaac to bless him. Esau lifted his voice and wept. Isaac blessed him. Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing that Isaac gave him. Esau had it in his heart to kill Jacob. Rebekah sent Jacob away because she knew what Esau was going
to do once Isaac died. Rebekah told Isaac that she loathed her life because of the Hittite wives of Esau. She didn't want Jacob to
marry one like them. Isaac instructed Jacob to go to Paddan-aram and take a wife from one of the daughters of Laban (Rebekah's
brother). He sent Jacob away with a blessing. Esau saw that Isaac sent Jacob to marry someone from Paddan-aram. He saw that
Isaac blessed Jacob and that Jacob obeyed his father and mother. Esau knew that the Canaanite women did not please Isaac.
Esau went to Ishmael and took another wife. Her name was Mahalath.
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Torah Portion in a Nutshell
Portion Name

Translation

Address

Vayetze

And he went out

Genesis 28:10-32:3

Haftarah

Hosea 12:13-14:10

Jacob (Yakkov) leaves Beersheba and travels toward Haran. It was sunset so he laid down to sleep with a stone for
a pillow. He dreamed that there was a ladder set up on earth and the top of it reached heaven. Angels of the LORD
were ascending and descending on it. Yahweh stood above it and said, "I am the Lord, the God of Abraham your
father and the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie I will give to you and to your offspring. Your offspring shall be
like the dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroud to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south,
and in you aand your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed. Behond, I am with you and will keep
you wherever you go, and will nbring you back to this land. For I will not leave you until I have done what I have
promised you." Jacob woke up. He knew Yahweh was in that place. He knew the place was awesome! He knew
there was no house like the house of Yahweh. He said that place was the gate of heaven. He got up early and
poured water on the stone he had used as a pillow. He named the place Bethel. Jacob prayed and made promises
to Yahweh.
Jacob journeyed to the people of the east. He saw a field. He saw flocks. He saw Rachel, a shepherdess, while he
was talking with some men by a well. Jacob helped her, kissed, her and began to cry. She ran to tell her father, Laban, about Jacob. Laban ran to embrace and kiss Jacob. After a month, Laban wanted to pay Jacob for all of his
help. Laban had two daughters named Leah and Rachel. Jacob loved Rachel. Jacob asked to serve Laban for
seven years for Rachel. When the time was complete, Jacob asked for his wife. After the feast, Laban took Leah to
Jacob instead of Rachel. In the morning, Jacob asked Laban why he did such a thing. Laban asked Jacob to stay
for another seven years in order to have Rachel as his wife. Jacob served Laban for another seven years. When
Yahweh saw that Jacob didn't love Leah, he opened her womb but Rachel was barren. Leah had sons for Jacob.
Their names were Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah. Then she ceased bearing children. Rachel wanted to have children so she gave Bilhah (her servant) to Jacob to bear children in her place. Bilhah conceived and had a sons.
Their names were Dan and Naphtali. Leah realized that she was no longer having children so she gave her servant
Zilpah to Jacob as a wife. Zilpah had sons named Gad and Asher. Leah had more sons named Issachar and Zebulun. Yahweh listened to Rachel and opened her womb. She had a son and named him Joseph (Yosef). She asked
Yahweh to add to her another son. Jacob asked Laban if he could take his wives and children and return to his
home country. Laban did not want Jacob to leave. Jacob asked for all of the black, speckled and spotted males and
lambs from Laban's herd. They would help Jacob provide for his own family. He took teh animals and his family and
they moved three days' journey away. Jacob pastured the rest of Laban's flock. Jacob did things to make his animals bring forth strong black, speckled, and spotted offspring. Laban's flock was weaker. Jacob increased greatly
and had large flocks, servants, camels, and donkeys. Laban's sons thought that Jacob had stolen their father's
wealth. They were angry. Yahweh told Jacob to go back to his father's land. Rachel and Leah obeyed and went
with Jacob. Rachel went in and stole her father's household gods. Laban went after Jacob. Laban overtook Jacob.
He asked Jacob why he stole his household gods. Jacob said that he didn't steal his household gods. Jacob said
that whoever stole the gods would be put to death. He didn't know Rachel stole them. Rachel lied so that Laban
wouldn't find them. Jacob was angry and berated Laban. The two men made a covenant. In the morning, Laban
kissed his daughters and his grandchildren and blessed them. Laban went home.
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Torah Portion in a Nutshell
Portion Name

Translation

Address

Vayishlach

And he went out

Genesis 4-36:43

Haftarah

Hosea 11:7-12:12

Jacob sent messengers to his brother Esau so they could let him know what Jacob had
been doing with Laban. He hoped that he would find favor with Esau. When the messengers
returned to Jacob, they said Esau was coming to meet him with 400 men. Jacob feared that
Esau was coming to attack him. Jacob prayed. He took a present for Esau of over 550 animals. The servants divided the animals into groups and went ahead to Esau. They gave
Esau one group of animals at a time to win favor for Jacob. Jacob took his wives, servants,and children and sent them across a stream. Jacob was alone and a man wrestled
with him until morning. When he saw that Jacob was prevailing over him, he touched his hip
socket. When it was morning, Jacob would not let him go until the man blessed him. He
asked Jacob's name. Then he said that Jacob would no longer be called Jacob but Israel
would be his new name. There the man blessed him. Jacob limped away. Jacob saw Esau
coming with 400 men. He divided his family and put some in front of others. Rachel and Joseph were in the back. He went in front of them. He bowed to the ground seven times toward his brother. Esau hugged and kissed him. They cried. Jacob found favor with Esau.
From there, Esau journeyed on to Seir and Jacob went slowly to Succoth. He made himself
a house and made booths for his livestock then went on to Canaan. Leah's daughter, Dinah,
went to see the women of the land. She was taken by a prince of the land and defiled. He
asked for Dinah as a wife. The sons of Jacob insisted that every male in Shechem be circumcised. The men of the city agreed. On the third day, when they were sore, Simeon and
Levi killed all the males of the city by the sword. The took Dinah out of Shechem's house
and went away. Jacob told his sons that if the Canaanites and the Perezzites gathered together, they could destroy his family. Yahweh told Jacob to go to Bethel and dwell there.
Jacob ordered all the idols to be removed. Everyone changed their garments. When Jacob
and his household journeyed toward Bethel, all the cities around them feared and did not
pursue them. Yahweh appeared to Jacob and blessed him. He told him his name would now
be Israel. They journeyed toward Ephrath (Bethlehem) and Rachel labored hard. As she was
dying, she called him Ben-oni but his father called him Benjamin. He buried Rachel in Bethlehem. Jacob came to his father at Mamre (Hebron). Isaac died there at 180 years old. Esau
and Jacob buried him. Esau had many sons and descendants.
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Torah Portion in a Nutshell
Portion Name

Translation

Address

Vayeshev

And he settled

Genesis 37:1-40:23

Haftarah

Amos 2:6-3:8

Jacob (Israel) lived in Canaan. Joseph (Yosef) was 17 years old and he was a shepherd with his brothers. He gave
his father a bad report of Bilhah and Zilpah's sons who worked with him. Israel loved Joseph the most so he made
him a robe of many colors. Joseph's brothers hated him and could not speak peacefully to him. Joseph had a
dream but it made his brothers hate him even more when he told them about it. In his dream, Joseph and his brothers were tying sheaves in the field and Joseph's sheaf rose up and his brothers' sheaves bowed down to his. Joseph dreamed another dream. In that dream, the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing to Joseph. His
brothers were jealous of him. His father remembered it. Joseph went to go check on his brothers in the field. They
decided to kill him and throw him into a pit. They would lie and say that an animal ate him. Reuben heard and told
them to shed none of his blood. He told them to throw him into a pit only. Joseph's brothers took his many colored
robe. Judah told his brothers to sell Joseph to the Ishmaelites who were traveling toward them. Reuben was upset.
The brothers took Joseph's robe and dipped it in goat's blood. They sent it to their father. Israel wept for Jacob. Joseph was sold to Potiphar (an officer of Pharaoh) in Egypt (Mitsrayim). Judah married a Canaanite named Shua.
They had three sons: Er, Onan, and Shelah. Er married Tamar and then he died. Onan refused to do what Yahweh
required of them. Judah would not give her to Shelah. Judah's wife died. Tamar tricked Judah into giving her a son.
Judah didn't know it was her and he promised her a goat and while he was gone he gave her things to hold on to.
He gave Tamar his signet, cord, and staff. So he gave them to her and she conceived. Judah went to get a goat for
the woman. Tamar was not to be found. Three months later, Judah heard that Tamar was pregnant. He was angry.
Tamar gave Judah the signet, cord, and staff. Judah repented. Tamar had twins. They were named Perez and Zerah. Joseph was in Egypt and became a successful because Yahweh was with him. And Yahweh blessed Potiphar's house because of Joseph. Joseph was handsome and Potiphar's wife liked him. Joseph would not disobey
Yahweh when Potiphar's wife asked him to. Potiphar's wife was angry and lied about Joseph. Potiphar was angry
and he threw Joseph in prison. Yahweh loved Joseph and he continued to succeed. Joseph interpreted the dreams
of other prisoners. Joseph's interpretations were true and right.
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Torah Portion in a Nutshell
Portion Name

Translation

Address

Miketz

At the end of

Genesis 41:1-44:17

Haftarah

Zechariah 2:14-4:7

After two years had passed, someone was needed to interpret Pharaoh's dreams. The chief cupbearer recommended
Joseph (Yosef). Pharaoh's dreams meant that there would be seven years of plenty followed by seven years of famine.
After Joseph told Pharaoh the meaning of the dreams, he gave him advice on how to survive the years of famine. Pharaoh hired Joseph because of his wisdom and discernment. He called Joseph "Zaphenath-paneah" and hired him as
chief over Egypt (Mitsrayim) and gave him in marriage to Asenath (Potiphera the priest of On's daughter). Joseph was
30 years old when he entered the service of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Joseph had two sons: Manasseh and Ephraim. The
years of plenty came and went. Food was stored up. The years of famine came. People came to Joseph to open the
storehouses for food. The whole earth came to Egypt to buy grain because the famine was severe over all the earth.
Jacob (Israel) heard that there was grain in Egypt. He sent his 10 eldest sons to go buy some. When Joseph saw them
in Egypt, he recognized them. They didn't recognize Joseph. Joseph questioned them. He accused them of being spies.
He still did not tell his brothers that he was Joseph. The brothers told Joseph about Benjamin (the youngest of Jacob's
sons; the second son of Rachael). Joseph made the brothers return to get Benjamin but he kept Simeon until they returned. He sent them with bags filled with grain. Their money was not taken. When they stopped to rest, the brothers
worried because they found the money in their grain sacks. They thought they would be accused of stealing. When they
returned to Canaan, they told their father what had happened. Jacob refused to send Benjamin. He thought that Simeon
had already been killed in Egypt. The famine in Canaan worsened. Israel asked his sons to return to Egypt for grain. The
sons reminded Israel that they would have to bring Benjamin. Israel agreed. Israel told them to bring a gift give when
they went to stand before Zaphenath-paneah (Joseph). They also brought back the money from their grain sacks and
extra money to buy more grain. When Joseph came and saw them upon their return to Egypt, the brothers bowed before
him. Joseph asked about Jacob. The brothers told him Jacob was alive. The brothers ate together. They then ate separately because it was an abomination for Egyptians to eat with Hebrews. Portions were taken to them from Joseph's table but Benjamin's portion was five times as much as the other brothers. Joseph tested his brothers. He had the servants fill sacks of food for the brothers. He had the servants hide his silver cup in Benjamin's sack. After the brothers
left, the servants followed after them and accused them of stealing. The cup was found in Benjamin's sack. Judah and
his brothers came to Joseph's house. They fell before Joseph and asked Joseph to make them all his servants. Joseph
told them to return to their father and kept Benjamin.
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Torah Portion in a Nutshell
Portion Name

Translation

Address

Vayigash

And he drew near

Genesis 44:18-47:27

Haftarah

Ezekiel 37:15-28

Jacob sent messengers to his brother Esau so they could let him know what Jacob had
been doing with Laban. He hoped that he would find favor with Esau. When the messengers
returned to Jacob, they said Esau was coming to meet him with 400 men. Jacob feared that
Esau was coming to attack him. Jacob prayed. He took a present for Esau of over 550 animals. The servants divided the animals into groups and went ahead to Esau. They gave
Esau one group of animals at a time to win favor for Jacob. Jacob took his wives, servants,and children and sent them across a stream. Jacob was alone and a man wrestled
with him until morning. When he saw that Jacob was prevailing over him, he touched his hip
socket. When it was morning, Jacob would not let him go until the man blessed him. He
asked Jacob's name. Then he said that Jacob would no longer be called Jacob but Israel
would be his new name. There the man blessed him. Jacob limped away. Jacob saw Esau
coming with 400 men. He divided his family and put some in front of others. Rachel and Joseph were in the back. He went in front of them. He bowed to the ground seven times toward his brother. Esau hugged and kissed him. They cried. Jacob found favor with Esau.
From there, Esau journeyed on to Seir and Jacob went slowly to Succoth. He made himself
a house and made booths for his livestock then went on to Canaan. Leah's daughter, Dinah,
went to see the women of the land. She was taken by a prince of the land and defiled. He
asked for Dinah as a wife. The sons of Jacob insisted that every male in Shechem be circumcised. The men of the city agreed. On the third day, when they were sore, Simeon and
Levi killed all the males of the city by the sword. The took Dinah out of Shechem's house
and went away. Jacob told his sons that if the Canaanites and the Perezzites gathered together, they could destroy his family. Yahweh told Jacob to go to Bethel and dwell there.
Jacob ordered all the idols to be removed. Everyone changed their garments. When Jacob
and his household journeyed toward Bethel, all the cities around them feared and did not
pursue them. Yahweh appeared to Jacob and blessed him. He told him his name would now
be Israel. They journeyed toward Ephrath (Bethlehem) and Rachel labored hard. As she was
dying, she called him Ben-oni but his father called him Benjamin. He buried Rachel in Bethlehem. Jacob came to his father at Mamre (Hebron). Isaac died there at 180 years old. Esau
and Jacob buried him. Esau had many sons and descendants.
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Torah Portion in a Nutshell
Portion Name

Translation

Address

Vayechi

And he lived

Genesis 47:28-50:26

Haftarah

1 Kings 2:1-12

Israel (Yakkov/Jacob) lived in Mitsrayim (Egypt) for 17 years. He died at 147 years old. When the time of
his death drew near, he called Yosef (Joseph) near and asked Yosef to bury him with his fathers. Joseph
agrees. Joseph takes his two sons (Manasseh and Ephraim) to Israel's bedside. Jacob recounts his encounter with Yahweh. Jacob adopts Manasseh and Ephraim. He blesses them with crossed hands. Ephraim receives the blessing of the firstborn and Manasseh the blessing of the second born. He gave to them
the mountain slope that was taken from the Amorites by the sword and bow. Jacob gathered his sons and
told them what would happen in the days to come. Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Zebulun, Issachar, Dan,
Gad, Asher, Naphtali, Joseph, and Benjamin were each addressed and blessed by their father. Then he
commanded them to bury him in the field of Ephron the Hittite where Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, and Leah were buried. Jacob died when he finished commanding his sons. Joseph fell in his father's face, wept, and kissed him. Jacob was embalmed by the Egyptian physicians. The Egyptians wept
for him for 70 days. Joseph spoke to the household of Pharaoh and asked that he be allowed to go and
bury his father as he promised. He was granted permission to go. With him went up all the servants of
Pharaoh, the elders of his household, and all the elders of the land of Egypt, as well as the household of
Joseph, his brothers, and his father's household. Only their children, flocks, and herds were left in the land
of Goshen. Chariots and horsemen went with him. It was a very great company. When they came to the
threshing floor of Atad, they lamented there with a great and grievous lamentation, and he made a mourning for his father for seven days. When the Canaanites saw the mourning, they named the place Abelmizraim (mourning, or meadow, of Egypt). Jacob's sons buried him as he commanded them. Joseph returned to Egypt with his brothers and all who had gone up with him to bury his father. When Joseph's
brothers saw that their father was dead, the feared that Joseph would repay them with evil for all that they
did to him. They sent Joseph a message saying, "Your father gave this command before he died, 'Say to
Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.' And
now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your father." Joseph wept when they
spoke to him. His brothers also came and fell down before him and said, "Behold, we are your servants."
But Joseph said, "Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? As for you, you meant evil against me, but
Yahweh meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. So
do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones." Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.
Joseph and his father's house remained in Egypt. Joseph lived for 110 years. He saw Ephraim's children
to the third generation. The children of Machir, the son of Manasseh were counted as his own. Joseph told
his brothers he was about to die. He told them that Yahweh would bring visit them and bring them up out
of this land to the land that he swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Joseph made the sons of Israel promise to carry his bones from there. So Joseph died, and them embalmed him. He was put into a coffin in
Egypt.
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Torah Portion in a Nutshell
Portion Name

Translation

Address

Shemot

Names

Exodus 1:1-6:1

Haftarah

Isaiah 27:6-28:13, Isaiah 29:22-23

There was a new Pharaoh in Mitsrayim who didn’t know about Yosef. Moshe was born even though
pharaoh wanted to kill all of the male babies. Moshe’s mother put him into a papyrus basket and
sent him down the river to keep him safe. Moshe was nursed by his real mother and then adopted
by Pharaoh’s daughter when he was done nursing. When Moshe grew up, he killed a slave master
from Mitsrayim and ran away to Midian. In Midian, Moshe married Tsipporah. Meanwhile, back in
Mitsrayim , the Pharaoh died and another rose to power. Yahweh heard Israel’s cries and prayers
and took compassion on them. Yahweh appeared to Moshe in a burning bush and told him to go to
Mitsrayim to free Israel from slavery. Yahweh gave Moshe signs to show the people so that they
would believe that he was sent by Yahweh. Moshe asked Yahweh to send someone else. Yahweh
became angry. Aharon was chosen to go with Moshe to the people. Moshe shows Aharon, the elders of Israel, and the Israelite people the signs that Yahweh told him to use and they believed and
worshipped Yahweh. Pharaoh refused to let the people go to the desert to offer sacrifices to Yahweh. Pharaoh became angry and forced the Israelite slaves to make bricks without straw. Yahweh
promises to use a mighty hand to deliver Israel from Mitsrayim’s bondage.
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Torah Portion in a Nutshell
Portion Name

Translation

Address

Va’era

I appeared

Exodus 6:2-9:35

Haftarah

Isaiah 66:1-24

Yahweh heard the cries of the Israelites & remembered His covenant with them . Yahweh promises
to rescue the people from bondage. Moshe's brother Aharon will go with him to Pharaoh to command him to let the Israelites leave the land of Mitsrayim so they may worship Yahweh in the wilderness. Moshe & Aharon threw the staff onto the ground & it became a serpent. When Pharaoh's wise
men & sorcerers turned their staffs into serpents, Moshe & Aharon's staff ate the serpents of the
wise men & sorcerers of Pharaoh. Moshe struck the waters in the river with the staff & the river was
turned to blood. All the fish in the river died, the river stunk, & the people of Mitsrayim loathed to
drink the water of the river. Even the buckets & pitchers of water turned to blood in the land of Mitsrayim. Pharaoh's magicians were able to turn the water to blood as well & Pharaoh's heart grew
hard as Yahweh said it would. Yahweh smote the territory with frogs because Pharaoh refused to let
the people go. Frogs came up and covered the land of Mitsrayim. The magicians did the same.
Pharaoh's heart continued to harden once the frogs were no longer throughout the land of Mitsrayim
& he did not heed the word of Yahweh. Yahweh tells Moshe to tell Aharon to stretch forth his hands
to the dust of the earth that it may become lice throughout the land of Mitsrayim. Lice covered men
& animals throughout the land of Mitsrayim. The magicians could not bring forth lice. The magicians
told Pharaoh that this was the finger of Yahweh. Pharaoh's heart grew cold and he did not listen to
anyone's warnings. Moshe tells Pharaoh to let the people go so they may serve Yahweh. Yahweh
sent swarms of animals into the land of Mitsrayim. Yahweh did not send swarms into the land of
Goshen where the Israelites lived. That day, He made a distinction between His people and the people of Mitsrayim. Pharaoh tells Moshe & Aharon to go with the people into the wilderness to make
sacrifices then he changed his mind & didn't let the people go. Moshe tells Pharaoh that Yahweh will
send sickness into Mitsrayim & all the cattle, livestock, horses, donkeys, camels, oxen, & sheep will
die but nothing owned by the children of Israel will die. Pharaoh's heart was still hardened. He did
not let the people go. Yahweh told Moshe & Aharon to take a handful of ashes from the furnace &
let Moshe scatter it toward the heavens in the sight of Pharaoh. It became fine dust & caused boils
that broke out into sores on men and beasts in the land of Mitsrayim. Pharaoh didn't let the people
go. Yahweh sent hail into Mitsrayim. Fire darted to the ground. Yahweh sent thunder & hail & fire
into the land. It struck the fields, man, beast, & every herb of the field & every tree of the field. In
Goshen, there was no hail. Pharaoh said, "I have sinned this time. Yahweh is righteous, & my people & I are wicked." Once the storm stopped, Pharaoh sinned more & didn't let the people go.
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Torah Portion in a Nutshell
Portion Name

Translation

Address

Bo

Go

Exodus 10:1-13:16

Haftarah

Jeremiah 46:13-28

The plagues continued in the land of Mitsrayim. The plague of locusts began. Locusts ate everything
that was left over after the other plagues. They ate all the trees. They filled the houses. The plague
of locusts ended when Yahweh sent a strong wind from the west which took the locusts away and
blew them into the Red Sea. When Pharaoh refused to let the people go, Yahweh sent darkness
into the land. It was so dark that people couldn't see each other. Yahweh hardened Pharaoh's heart
and Pharaoh wouldn't let the people go. He told Moshe to go away. He said, "Take heed to yourself
and see my face no more! For in the day you see my face you shall die." Moshe replied, "You have
spoken well. I will never see your face again." Yahweh sent one last plague. This time, Yahweh
went into Mitsrayim around midnight. All of the firstborn in the land of Mitsrayim were to die. Yahweh
established the Passover (or Pesach) on the 14th of Nisan. For Pesach, a perfect lamb was chosen
to dwell among the Israelites for four days. Then, the whole assembly of Israel had to kill it, roast it
with fire, and eat it at twilight. They were to eat it with bitter herbs and unleavened bread. Then they
were to take some of the blood and put it around their doors. They were commanded to eat it
quickly. That night, Yahweh went through Mitsrayim and all the firstborn in the land died (both man
and beast). Yahweh executed judgment against all the gods of Mitsrayim. If blood was on the door,
Yahweh passed over the door and the plague didn't destroy those in the house. [At this time, Yahweh commanded that we keep a feast unto Him on this day every year forever called the Feast of
Unleavened Bread for seven days.] The Israelites did what Moshe commanded, asked the people of
Mitsrayim for gold and silver and clothing. They received all that they requested. Then the children
of Israel journeyed from Rameses to Succoth. There were about 6,000 men. They went out of Mitsrayim and ate unleavened bread. All of the firstborn were set aside for Yahweh.
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Torah Portion in a Nutshell
Portion Name

Translation

Address

Beshalach

When He sent

Exodus 13:17-17:16

Haftarah

Judges 4:4-5:31

Pharaoh let the people of Israel go from bondage in Mitsrayim. Yahweh didn't lead the people
through the way of the Philistines (the quick and easy route) because he didn't want them to see war
and be discouraged and try to return to Mitsrayim. They took the bones of Joseph with them and
journeyed to Succoth on the edge of the wilderness. Yahweh led the people with a pillar of cloud by
day and a pillar of fire by night. Then the people camped by the sea. Yahweh hardened Pharaoh's
heart and the servant's hearts and they wanted to catch the Israelites. Pharaoh's army went after
the Israelites and surrounded them by the sea. Moshe told the Israelites to "fear not, stand still, and
see the salvation of Yahweh. Yahweh will fight for you and you will hold your peace." Yahweh told
Moshe to lift up his rod and stretch it to the sea and divide the sea. The children of Israel walked
through on dry ground. The water made a wall on either side. Pharaoh's army went after the Israelites and Yahweh took off their chariot wheels. Moshe stretched his rod out again and the army was
overthrown in the midst of the sea. Israel believed in Yahweh's power and Moshe and the Israelites
sang a song to Yahweh and Miriam and the women played timbrels and danced together. Soon after, in Marah they found that the water was bitter. The people were thirsty. Yahweh showed Moshe
a tree that would make the water sweet when he dipped it in. The water became sweet. Soon after,
the people became hungry and complained. Yahweh rained bread (manna) from heaven for them.
He told them to gather it every day to eat. He told them not to store any except for on the 6th day
they were to store enough for Shabbat (the Sabbath). Yahweh gave the people manna in the morning and quails to eat in the evening. Those who tried to store the manna found that it rotted and
stank. Those who gathered little had enough and those who gathered much had nothing left over.
Some people tried to gather it on the Sabbath and Yahweh provided nothing on the Sabbath. He
wanted the people to rest. Yahweh had the people place a pot of manna into the ark of the testimony to be kept. Israel ate manna for 40 years. The people were thirsty again when they journeyed
from the wilderness of Sin. They complained. Moshe cried unto Yahweh. Yahweh sent water from a
rock for the people to drink. Soon after, Amalek fought with the Israelites. Moshe had Joshua
choose men to fight. Moshe held up his rod during the battle. When Moshe held his hand up, Israel
won and when he put his hand down, Amalek won. Moshe's arms were tired. Aaron and Hur held up
Moshe's hands and Joshua's army defeated Amalek.
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Torah Portion in a Nutshell
Portion Name

Translation

Address

Yitro

Jethro

Exodus 18:1-20:23

Haftarah

Isaiah 6:1-7:6; Isaiah 9:5-6

Moshe's father-in-law, Jethro (Yitro) heard all that Moshe had done for Israel and how Yahweh had
brought the people out of Mitsrayim (Egypt). Jethro rejoiced for all the good things that Yahweh had
done. He then knew that Yahweh was greater than all other gods because he delivered the people
from under the hand of the people of Mitsrayim (Egypt). Jethro watched Moshe judges the people
and suggested that Moshe elect judges to help him solve the people's issues and problems. This
way, other people could help bear Moshe's burdens. Moshe did as Jethro suggested. Soon, the
people came to the wilderness of Sinai. They camped there. Yahweh asked the people to obey his
words. The people agreed to do all that Yahweh asked. The people washed their clothes and came
to the mountain. On the third day there was thunder and lightning and thick clouds on the mountain.
A loud trumpet blasted. The people feared. The mountain was covered in smoke. Moshe went up
the mountain in a cloud. Yahweh told him to go get Aharon (Aaron). They went up together. Yahweh
spoke the 10 commandments to them.
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Portion Name

Translation
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Mishpatim

Judgments

Exodus 21:1-24:18

Haftarah

2 Kings 11:17-12:17

Yahweh gives rules to the people regarding slaves. They shall serve six years & on the seventh they
shall go free with his family (if he has one) or choose to stay if he puts his ear to the doorpost & lets
the master put an awl through it symbolizing that he is the master's forever. Yahweh tells us that no
one is to hit someone hard enough that the person would die. He also tells us no one may hit their
father or mother. No one is to steal a person & sell a person. If someone hurts a pregnant woman
and if something happens to the woman's unborn baby, the person is to pay however much money
that the woman's husband asks for. If someone is hurt, the one whose fault it is has to pay. If someone hurts someone's animal or breaks something that they borrow from someone else, they are to
replace it or pay for it. Yahweh tells us to be responsible for the things we do. If we dig a pit, we
have to cover it so no one gets hurt. If our animal gets loose and eats someone's field or vineyard,
we have to pay for what is damaged. No one can steal anyone's animals. If someone is caught with
someone's stolen animal, they have to pay twice as much money to the owner. Yahweh tells the
people that no one can charge one of His people interest on borrowed money. Yahweh tells the
people not to eat any animal that is hurt or killed by another animal. Yahweh tells the people not to
spread false reports or join forces with a wicked person or lying witness. If we find something that is
someone else's, we are to return it to the owner and not keep it. Every seven years, the land needs
to rest and nothing can be planted in it. We are not to mention the names of other gods or let their
names be heard on our lips. We must keep Yahweh's feast of Unleavened Bread as he commanded
us as well as His Feast of Harvest & His Feast of Ingathering. We are not to boil a baby goat or
sheep in its mother's milk. Yahweh promised to bring the people into Canaan. He tells the people to
obey and not to make a covenant with the people in Canaan because they would cause Israel to sin
against Yahweh. Yahweh confirmed His covenant with Israel at mount Sinai. Moshe, Aharon, & 70
elders went up to the mountain to hear Yahweh's words. They read the Book of the Covenant with
Yahweh and all the people heard it. They all agreed to be obedient. Moshe went up the mountain
and Yahweh gave him the tablets of stone, the law & the commandments. When Moshe went up, a
cloud covered the mountain and the glory of Yahweh covered it for six days. On the seventh day,
Yahweh called Moshe out of the cloud and the glory of Yahweh looked like a devouring fire on the
top of the mountain. The people of Israel saw it from the base of the mountain. Moshe was on the
mountain for 40 days and 40 nights.
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Terumah

Heave offering

Exodus 25:1-27:19

Haftarah

1 Kings 5:26-6:13

Yahweh wanted an offering that the people would willingly give. He asked for gold, silver, brass,
linen, ram's skin, badgers' skin, wood, oil, spices and incense, and pretty stones. These things were
to be used to make a sanctuary for Yahweh to dwell in. Yahweh showed the people how to build the
tabernacle and the things to go inside of it. He also told them to build a small ark that they could
carry and put the testimony (commandments) into. Above the ark was a seat of pure gold called the
Mercy Seat. Next to the seat were two golden cherubim with wings that covered the mercy seat.
This is the place where Yahweh met the people and talked with them. In the tabernacle, Yahweh
wanted a table with a gold overlay and golden dishes. There were also candlesticks of gold. The ten
curtains of the tabernacle were made from linen in blue, purple, and scarlet. The tent was covered
on the sides in rams' skin dyed red. Badgers' skins were on the top. Inside the ark was a blue, purple, and scarlet veil that the ark of the covenant could go behind. The place where the ark was kept
was called the most holy place. Outside of the most holy place, the area was called the holy place.
Outside was called the outer court. The children of Israel were commanded to bring pure olive oil for
light to cause the lamp in the tabernacle to burn always. Aaron and his sons worked in the tabernacle from evening to morning before Yahweh as they were commanded.

© 2010 Messianic Family Fellowship. All rights reserved.

“By doing this they will be storing up their treasure as a good foundation for the future so that they may take hold of real life.” 1 Timothy 6:19 NLT

25

Torah Portion in a Nutshell
Portion Name

Translation

Address

Tetzaveh

And you shall

Exodus 27:20-30:10

Haftarah

1 Samuel 15:1-34

Yahweh asks Moshe to make holy garments for Aharon and Aharon's sons for glory and beauty.
The garments include a breast piece, an ephod, a robe, a coat of checker work, a turban, and a
sash. They were to be made of gold, blue, purple, and scarlet yarns and linen. The stones on the
ephod were to have the names of the 12 sons/tribes of Israel engraved upon them. The hem of the
robes were to have designs like pomegranates and bells sewn onto them. Yahweh wanted the
priests to be consecrated to him. This was done with an animal sacrifice. Yahweh promises to dwell
among Israel and be their Elohim (God). Yahweh tells them to build an altar for incense out of acacia wood. It is to be overlaid with gold. The altar is to go in front of the veil that is above the ark of
the testimony in the Most Holy Place. Yahweh tells Aharon to burn fragrant incense on it in the
morning as an offering before Yahweh. With the blood of the sin offering, an atonement is to be
made once in the year throughout all of our generations. It is most holy to Yahweh.
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Torah Portion in a Nutshell
Portion Name

Translation
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Ki Tisa

When you take

Exodus 30:11-34:35

Haftarah

Ezekiel 36:16-38

Yahweh tells Moshe to take a census & take a tax from them as an offering. This money was to pay for the
service in the Tent of Meeting. Yahweh tells Moshe to build a bronze basin for washing & place it between
the tent of meeting & the altar. Here is where Aharon & his sons would wash their hands & feet before they
go to minister. Next, Moshe was told to gather the finest spices & olive oil. He was to make a sacred anointing oil blend to anoint the tent, ark, table, utensils, lamp stand, altar or incense, altar or burnt offering, & basin. It was also used to anoint Aharon & his sons. The oil was holy to Yahweh & no ordinary person could use
it. Yahweh warned that no one else should try to make it. A small bottle of it was seasoned with salt & placed
into the ark of the testimony. Yahweh called Bezalel & Oholiab & filled them with the Spirit of God & knowledge for being a craftsmen & artists. Yahweh gave all able men abilities so that they could make all the things
Yahweh commanded Moshe to make. Yahweh command the people to keep his Sabbaths as a sign between
Him & the people throughout all of our generations so that we may know that Yahweh sanctifies us. Yahweh
gave Moshe the two tablets of the testimony (tablets of stone) which were written with His finger when he finished speaking with him. While Moshe was speaking on the mountain with Yahweh, the people collected all
of their jewelry & melted it & formed it into a golden calf & Aharon built an altar for it & declared a feast to
Yahweh with the calf & altar. The people sat to eat & drink & got up to play. Yahweh told Moshe to go down &
leave Him alone because He was very angry. Moshe talked more with Yahweh & Yahweh didn't bring disaster onto the disobedient people. Moshe went down with the two tablets of stone & saw what the people were
doing & was very mad. He threw the tablets out of his hands & broke them at the foot of the mountain. He
burned the calf that they made & ground it to powder. He scattered the powder on the water & made the people drink it. Aaron lied to Moshe about where the calf came from. Yahweh asked the people who were on
Yahweh's side to come to him. The sons of Levi gathered around him. Moshe told them to go & kill those who
were not on Yahweh's side. The Levites obeyed. Moshe went back up to talk to Yahweh. Yahweh said whoever had sinned would be blotted out of his book. He told Moshe to lead the people to Canaan. They left Sinai & headed to Canaan. The people were scared & no one put on their ornaments. Yahweh was angry & the
people couldn't wear their ornaments any longer. Moshe pitched a tent outside the camp called the tent of
meeting. When anyone sought Yahweh, they would go to the tent of meeting. When Moshe entered the tent,
the pillar of cloud would descend & stand at the entrance to the tent. Yahweh used to speak to Moshe face to
face. Joshua stayed in the tent when Moshe went back to camp. Moshe asks Yahweh to favor the people &
consider the nation His people. Yahweh agrees. Moshe cuts two new tablets of stone like the first ones &
Yahweh writes the words of the commandments onto them. Yahweh renews His covenant with Moshe & the
people & sets them apart from every other nation. The people are commanded to observe & do all that Yahweh says from now on. He reminds them of the commandments, the Sabbath, & the feast days. When Moshe
came down from the mountain with the two new tablets of the testimony in his h&, his face was shining because he had been talking with Yahweh. He put a veil over his face. When he spoke with Yahweh, he would
remove the veil & when he spoke to the people he would put the veil back on.
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Torah Portion in a Nutshell
Portion Name

Translation

Address

Vayakhel/Pekudei

He gathered/Counting

Exodus 35:1-40:38

Haftarah

Ezekiel 45:16-46:18

Moshe gathered the people and told to work six days and have rest on the seventh day. He told
them that they were not allowed to kindle a fire in their dwelling places on the Sabbath day. Moshe
told the people to make a contribution to Yahweh. Whoever was of a generous heart was to bring
gold, silver, bronze, blue and purple and scarlet yarns, find twined linen, goat's hair, ram's skins,
goat skins, acacia wood, oil, spices, onyx and stones. Craftsman were told to come and make things
for the tabernacle of the Lord. All the people whose heart was stirred came and brought the Lord's
contribution. This was a freewill offering to Yahweh. Bezalel (the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the
tribe of Yahudah) was called by name and filled with the Ruach HaChodesh (Holy Spirit) and with
skill. Oholiab (the son of Ahisamach of the tribe of Dan) was filled with skill by Yahweh. These two
worked on the sanctuary in accordance with all that Yahweh commanded. Bezalel made the ark of
acacia wood. He also made the table of acacia wood, lamp stand, the altar of incense, the altar of
burnt offering, the bronze basin, and the court. Bezalel and Oholiab made the materials for the tabernacle and wove the priestly garments. Yahweh told Moshe to erect the tabernacle of the tent of
meeting on the first day of the first month and anoint it with oil. Moshe obeyed. Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting and the glory of Yahweh filled the tabernacle. Moshe was not able to enter
the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.
The cloud of Yahweh was on the tabernacle by day and fire was in it by night in the sight of all the
house of Israel throughout all their journeys.
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Torah Portion in a Nutshell
Portion Name

Translation

Address

Vayikra

He called

Leviticus 1:1-5:26

Haftarah

Isaiah 43:21-44:23

Yahweh told Moshe that if anyone sins against Him by being deceitful or oppressive or untruthful he
must restore what he did in full and add a fifth to it as payment for his guilt. The priest shall also
make atonement for him before Yahweh. Aharon and his sons were commanded to adhere to the
law of burnt offerings. They also shall burn wood every morning and arrange the burnt offering on it
and burn the fat on it of the peace offerings. Fire must be kept burning continually. Aharon and his
sons had to adhere to the law of grain offerings. They had to take a handful of the offering (grain
mixed with oil and frankincense) and burn its memorial portion as a pleasing aroma to Yahweh.
Every male among the children of Aharon may eat of it (from Yahweh's food offerings) and whatever
touches them shall become holy. For peace offerings, an animal from the herd is offered. The offering must be made at the entrance of the tent of meeting and Aharon and his sons (the priests) shall
throw the blood against the sides of the altar. This is a food offering to Yahweh. The aroma of it
(when it is burnt on the wood of the fire) is a pleasing aroma to Yahweh. All the fat belongs to Yahweh. No one may eat any fat nor any blood. For sin offerings, if someone sins unintentionally in any
of Yahweh's commandments about things not to be done, he shall offer for the sin a bull from the
herd without blemish to Yahweh. It shall be sacrificed at the entrance to the tent of meeting before
the Lord. the priest shall take some of the blood of the bull and bring it into the tent of meeting and
the priest shall dip his finger in the blood and sprinkle part of the blood seven times before Yahweh
in front of the veil of the sanctuary. Blood is also put on the base of the altar of burnt offering. All that
is left after the offering is made is to be burned outside the camp. When any unknown sin becomes
known, the people shall offer a sin offering and bring it in front of the tent of meeting when they realize their guilt. Sin offerings prescribed are bulls, goats, or lambs. If the person cannot afford a lamb,
he can bring Yahweh two turtledoves or two pigeons. If he cannot afford the birds, he must being a
tenth of an ephah of fine flour (grain) as a sin offering. For the guilt offering, if anyone commits a
breach of faith and sins unintentionally in any of the holy things of Yahweh, he shall bring Yahweh
his compensation. This is to be a ram with no blemish valued in silver shekels according to the
shekel of the sanctuary for a guilt offering. He shall also make restitution for what he has done
amiss in the holy thing and shall add a fifth to it and give it to the priest. And the priest shall make
atonement for him with the ram of the guilt offering, and he shall be forgiven.
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Torah Portion in a Nutshell
Portion Name

Translation

Address

Tzav

Command

Leviticus 6:1-8:36

Haftarah

Malachi 3:4-24

Yahweh told Moshe that if anyone wrongs another person, they are to amend their behavior and
present a guilt offering. This is to be a ram without blemish out of the clock. Yahweh also told Moshe
to command Aharon and his sons about the laws of priests and offerings. These included the laws
of burnt offerings, ordination offerings, peace offerings, grain offerings, sin offerings, and guilt offerings. Yahweh told the people not to eat anything that touches any unclean thing. Those things are to
be burned. Also, Yahweh told the people to refrain from eating the fat of ox, sheet, or goats. The fat
of an animal that dies or one that is torn by beasts must be put to any other use but not eaten. Yahweh also instructed the people to refrain from eating blood. Whoever eats blood will be cut off from
his people. These rules are to be perpetual laws throughout all of our generations. Aharon and his
sons were consecrated. Their garments were anointed and animals were sacrificed with a basket of
unleavened bread. Moshe did all that Yahweh commanded him to do and the congregation assembled at the tent of meeting to watch. Moshe washed Aharon and his sons with water and dressed
them with the coat, sash, robe, ephod, belt, breast piece (with the Urim and Thummim), turban, and
holy crown. Moshe anointed them with oil and anointed the tabernacle and all that was in it and consecrated them. The sacrifices were made and offerings offered to Yahweh. Aharon and his sons ate
the offering of meat and bread in the entrance of the tent of meeting. The leftovers were burnt up
with fire. They remained in the tent for seven days until their ordination was completed. They did all
that Yahweh asked and they lived.
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Torah Portion in a Nutshell
Portion Name

Translation
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Shemini

Eighth

Leviticus 9:1-11:47

Haftarah

2 Samuel 6:1-7:17

On the eighth day, Moshe called Aharon and his sons and the elders of Israel and told them to prepare an offering. They did as Yahweh commanded. This was done so that the glory of Yahweh
would appear to them. After the offering was made, Aharon lifted his hands toward the people and
blessed them. When they came out of the tent, Yahweh's glory appeared to all the people and a fire
came out from before Yahweh and consumed the offerings. Everyone shouted and fell on their
faces. Aharon's sons each took his censer and put fire in it and laid incense on it and offered it without being commanded to do so. The sons (named Nadab and Abihu) died before Yahweh. Yahweh
told Moshe and Aharon to drink no wine or strong drink when they go into the tent of meeting so that
they could distinguish between the holy and the common and between the clean and unclean.
Moshe and Aharon and Eleazar and Ithamar (the surviving sons of Aharon) were to make a grain
offering as Yahweh commanded. Then Yahweh spoke to the people and instructed them which animals were clean and which were unclean. Of the animals on the earth, whatever ones have a hoof
that is cloven-footed (split) and chew the cud, those the people may eat. Of the animals of the water,
everything with fins and scales may be eaten. Of the birds, the eagle, vulture, kite, falcon, ravens,
ostrich, nighthawk, sea gull, hawks, owl, the cormorant, stork, herons, hoopoe, and bats may not be
eaten. Insects may not be eaten except the locust, cricket, and grasshopper. Whoever touches or
eats anything unclean shall be unclean until evening. No one is to touch the carcass of anything that
has died or else they will be unclean until evening. Yahweh tells the people not to defile themselves
with unclean things but to be holy as He is holy for He is the Lord who brought us up out of the land
or Mitsrayim to be our God. We are to make a distinction between the clean and unclean and between the living creature that may be eaten and the living creature that may not be eaten.
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Torah Portion in a Nutshell
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Translation
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Tazria

She bears seed

Leviticus 12:1-13:59

Haftarah

Ezekiel 45:16-46:18

Yahweh instructed Moshe to tell the people that if a woman has a male child, she will be unclean for
seven days. On the eighth day, the child is to be circumcised. Then she shall continue for 33 more
days being unclean. If she has a female child, she shall be unclean two weeks then continue to be
unclean for 66 more days. After the period of uncleanness, a burnt offering in the entrance to the
tent of meeting atones for her and she shall become clean. If someone is unclean with a swelling,
eruption, or a spot that turns leprous, the priest must examine his skin and determine whether he is
clean or not. The disease is checked repeatedly by the priest every seven days to pronounce him
clean or unclean. This is also the case with boils, burns, and raw flesh. When someone has a disease on their head or beard, the priest examines it as he does with leprous sores, burns, eruptions,
and spots. If a man's hair falls out from his head, he is bald and he is clean. If a man's hair falls out
from his forehead, he has baldness on his forehead and he is clean. The priest must examine the
man if the baldness is not the normal type. In the case of a leprous garment, it shall be shown to the
priest. He shall burn the leprous garment with fire. If it is not leprous, it must be washed twice to be
clean.
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Portion Name

Translation
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Metzora

Leper (Infected one)

Leviticus 14:1-15:33

Haftarah

2 Kings 7:3-20

Yahweh spoke laws for cleansing lepers to Moshe. When someone is healed of leprosy, Yahweh
asks that they give two live clean birds and cedarwood and scarlet yarn and hyssop. One of the
birds must be killed in an earthenware vessel over clean water. They shall take the live bird with the
cedarwood and scarlet yarn and hyssop and dip them and the live bird in the blood of the bird that
was killed over the fresh water. It shall be sprinkled seven times on him who is to be cleansed of
leprosy. Then he shall pronounce him clean and let the living bird go in an open field. The cleansed
person then shall wash all his clothes and shave off all of this hair and bathe himself in water and be
clean. He shall even shave his beard and eyebrows. On the eighth day, other animals were to be
sacrificed as offerings to Yahweh. Yahweh gave laws to cleanse houses in the case of a leprous
disease in the house. He also gave laws about what to do in the case of bodily discharges.
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Acharei Mot

After the death

Leviticus 16:1-18:30

Haftarah

Malachi 3:4-24

After Aarons two sons died, Yahweh told Moses that Aaron could not come into the the Holy Place
inside the veil without bringing a sin offering and a burnt offering. Aaron needed to put on the linen
coat, undergarments, sash, and turban. He was to take a bath before putting them on. Aaron was to
make an offering for himself and his household. Then, he was to cast lots over two goats. One was
for Yahweh and the other for a scapegoat. Yahweh's goat was for a sin offering. The other was the
be presented alive and then sent away into the wilderness as the scapegoat. Incense was to be
burned before Yahweh covering the mercy seat. Blood was to be sprinkled on the mercy seat on the
east side and in front of it. Atonement was to be made for the Holy Place because of the uncleanness of the people of Israel and because of their transgressions, all their sins. No one was allowed
into the tent of meeting while atonement was being made. The scapegoat was sent away. Aaron
was to then return to the tent of meeting. He was to take off his linen garments and leave them
there. He then bathed in water in a holy place and put on his garments and came out to offer offerings to Yahweh to make atonement for himeself and the people. Whoever let the scapegoat go in
the wilderness had to bathe as well. This was to be the day of atonement; the tenth day of the seventh month. No work is to be done. It is a day to afflict ourselves. Atonement is made for the sanctuary, the tent of meeting, the altar, the priests, and all the people. It is a statute forever that atonement may be made for the people of Israel once a year. Moshe obeyed. Yahweh commanded that
all sacrifices be brought to Him and offered to Him alone. This is a rule forever. If anyone eats blood,
Yahweh's face will be set against them and they will be cut off from the people. Life is in the blood.
No one among Israel nor any stranger who goes with them may eat blood. If anyone hunts animals
for food, its blood is to be poured out and covered with dirt. Whoever eats it the blood shall be cut
off. No one is to eat something that dies naturally or is killed by another animal. If they do, they are
to wash their clothes, take a bath, and remain unclean till evening. If they do not wash or bathe, they
shall bear iniquity. Israel must not do as they did in Egypt or Canaan. Israel must follow Yahweh's
rules only. They are to be pure in their relationships and not do anything that is impure, evil, or an
abomination to Yahweh. Israel is to never practice any of the abonimable customs of the nations.
Yahweh is our Elohim.
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Torah Portion in a Nutshell
Portion Name

Translation
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Kedoshim

Holy ones

Leviticus 19:1-20:27

Haftarah

Ezekiel 22:1-19

Yahweh told the people that they shall be holy because the Yahweh is holy. The people must honor
their mothers and fathers, and keep the Sabbaths. No idols are allowed. Peace offerings must be
offered and eaten the same day. No leftovers can be left after two days. If someone eats of it on the
third day, they must be cut off from Israel. When a vineyard or field is planted, the edges should be
left for the poor and the strangers. No stealing is allowed. No lying is allowed. No oppression is allowed. No one can curse the dear or put a stumbling block before a blind person. The people must
fear Yahweh, for He is Adonai. No injustice, partiality, slander, vengeance, nor grudges are allowed.
Yahweh does not permit mixing two kinds of animals nor does He permit mixing two kinds of seed.
Garments must be made of cloth that contains one material. Any wrong done to someone else requires payment or punishment. When a tree is planted for food, its fruit is forbidden to eat for three
years. In the fourth year, its fruit is a holy offering to Yahweh. In the fifth year it can be eaten.
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Emor

Say

Leviticus 21:1-24:23

Haftarah

Ezekiel 44:15-31

Yahweh spoke to Moses and told him to let the priests know that they needed to remain clean when
someone died. They could not make bald patches on their heads, shave off the edges of their
beards, or make any cuts on their bodies. They should be holy and not make Yahweh's name common. The high priest also had special rules for remaining holy before Yahweh. No priest with any
physical blemishes may offer bread through the veil and approach the altar. Yahweh gave rules for
who can offer offerings and who can eat of the offerings. He gave rules for what to do if someone
who is not allowed to eat a holy thing accidentally eats a holy thing. Nothing with a blemish is to be
offered to Yahweh. Nothing that has been mutilated is to be offered to Yahweh. An ox, sheep, or
goat shall remain with its mother for seven days and then on the eighth day, it is acceptable to use
as an offering to Yahweh. It must be eaten the same day; none of it can be left until morning. Yahweh gave Moses instructions for the appointed feasts: the sabbath, the passover, the feast of
firstfruits, the feast of weeks, the feast of trumpets, the day of atonement, and the feast of booths.
Yahweh gave commandments about the lamps for the tabernacle and the lamp stand. He gave
regulations for the bread for His tabernacle. He also gave rules about the punishment for those
caught blaspheming the Name or cursing Elohim. Yahweh gave rules for murder, killing, and injuring
people and animals. The people of Israel did as Yahweh commanded Moses.
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Behar

On the mount

Leviticus 25:1-26:2

Haftarah

Jeremiah 32:6-27

Yahweh spoke to Moshe about the Sabbatical Year. During this seventh year, the land shall rest. It
shall be a sabbath year to the Lord. The sabbath of the land will still provide food but the people
were not allowed to reap from the land. The servants, slaves, hired servants, sojourner, cattle, and
wild animals shall also be fed from the things that grow during the sabbath year. Every fiftieth year is
the Year of Jubilee. During this year, on the day of atonement everyone in the land becomes free.
Anything borrowed is returned. No reaping or sowing of the land is allowed. It is a jubilee. It is holy.
No one was allowed to do wrong to another person. Yahweh would command a blessing onto the
land so that it would produce a crop even though no one sowed or reaped from it. The crop from
Yahweh will last for three years. Yahweh owns the land and none of it shall be sold endlessly. If a
man sells it, he can redeem it later or someone can redeem it for him. If no one redeems it, he can
return to it during the Year of Jubilee. If it is a house in a walled city, it cannot be redeemed or released during the Year of Jubilee. The people were commanded to support their poor brothers without profiting. No brother can become a slave but may become a hired servant. During the Year of
Jubilee, he may go free with his children. Over their brothers, Israel shall not rule. A poor brother
may be redeemed for a fee by a relative. The price shall be paid of his value from that day through
the year of jubilee. This price may be discounted. If he is not redeemed in this way, he must be released during the Year of Jubilee. Israel are servants to Yahweh. Israel is Yahweh's servant whom
he brought out of the land of Egypt. Yahweh is our Elohim.
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Bechukotai

In my statutes

Leviticus 26:3-27:34

Haftarah

Jeremiah 16:19-17:14

Yahweh promised to give rain when needed to the land if the people walk in His ways and obey His
commands. He also promised that the land would grow its crops, the trees would bear fruit, grapes
would be plentiful, bread would be in everyone's house, no dangerous animals would hurt them,
there would be peace in the land, and their enemies would run away and be defeated. The people
were promised to have children. Their food would not spoil quickly. If Israel disobeys Yahweh's commands, they will be overtaken and not be blessed in any way. Their land will not be blessed. Their
homes will not be blessed. Yahweh will discipline disobedient people. If the people turn from their
wicked ways, Yahweh will remember His covenant with Jacob and Isaac and Abraham. Yahweh will
noT utterly destroy them or break His covenant with them even when they are in the land of their
enemies. Yahweh is our Elohim. Yahweh spoke to Moshe. He told him to tell the people the rules
about making vows. These rules kept things fair between people. Yahweh also told them that every
tithe of the land (seed or fruit) is Yahweh's and it is holy. Yahweh gave rules for redeeming a tithe.
These things were commanded to Moses for Israel on Mount Sinai.
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Bamidbar

In the wilderness

Numbers 1:1-4:20

Haftarah

Hosea 2:1-22

Yahweh spoke to Moshe in the wilderness of Sinai, in the tent or meeting. He instructed him to take
a census (or head count) of all the people in Israel by their clans. Everyone over 20 years old was
counted. All who were able to go to war were listed company by company. A man from each tribe
was selected to help Moshe in counting the people. They counted 603,550 able men. The Levites
were not listed because they were appointed over the tabernacle of the testimony and all that was
with it. Yahweh told the people to camp around the tent of meeting on every side. He told them how
they should be arranged. He told them who would march first and last and everyone in between.
They were to carry the banner of their tribe with them. At this time, Aharon had four sons named
Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. There were anointed priests. Nadab and Abihu died when they
offered strange fire to Yahweh. They had no children. The other two sons lived as priests. The tribe
of Levi had to guard over Aharon and the whole congregation as they minister at the tabernacle.
They guarded everything in the tent of meeting. All the firstborn of Israel were to be Yahweh's. Yahweh took for Himself Levites from the people of Israel. They counted 22,000 Levites. Every male
from one month old and older was counted of the Levites. Levites were chosen from among the firstborn of the people of Israel. Yahweh set a price to redeem the firstborn from Israel. Moshe collected
the money and gave it to Aharon and his sons. Every Kohathite from 30-50 years old was counted.
It was their job to take down and set up the things for the tent of meeting when they moved from
place to place. They had to carry everything from place to place. They were not allowed to look at
the holy things (even for a moment). They were each given a job to do and a task.
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Nasso

Elevate

Numbers 4:21-7:89

Haftarah

Judges 13:2-25

Moshe was told by Yahweh to take a census from the sons of Gershon and Merari. Every male from
30-50 years old was listed that could serve in the tent of meeting. The sons of Gershon were 2,630.
The sons of Merari were 3,200. They were to carry things and bear the burden of the tent of meeting. Ithamar (the son of Aharon) was to direct them. The Kohathites were counted; every male from
30-50 years old, so they could serve in the tent of meeting. There were 2,750 counted. Those listed
of the Levites were 8,580. Each one counted was given a task of serving or carrying as commanded
by Yahweh through Moshe. Everyone who was leprous, had discharge, or was unclean from touching someone who was dead was to be put outside the camp. Yahweh made rules for the people
when they realized guilt and needed to make a confession. He gave rules for making restitution (like
a payment).
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Beha’alotcha

When you set up

Numbers 8:1-12:16

Haftarah

Zechariah 2:14-4:7

Yahweh instructed Moshe to speak to Aharon and tell him rules regarding the seven lamps. He also
told Moshe about the cleansing of the Levites (priests) and what offerings had to be made. They did
all that Yahweh commanded. The Levites were to perform priestly duties in the tent of meeting when
they turned 25 and they could stop ministering when they turned 50 but had to help by keeping
guard. Yahweh instructed the people regarding Pesach (Passover). It was to be kept on the 14th
day of the first month at twilight. The people kept Passover in the Wilderness of Sinai. Certain men
came to Moshe and Aharon because they were unclean because of a dead body. Yahweh told them
that if anyone is unclean on the day of the Passover, that they were to keep the Passover on the
14th day of the second month instead. Yahweh reminded the people that there was one statute for
the sojourner (visitor) and the native. On the day the tabernacle was set up, the cloud covered the
tabernacle, the tent of the testimony. At evening, it was over the tabernacle like the appearance of
fire until morning. It was like this every day. When the cloud settled down, the people camped. Yahweh gave the people instructions regarding the silver trumpets. They were to be a reminder of the
people before Yahweh because He is our Elohim. In the second year, in the second month, on the
twentieth day of the month, the people set out from the wilderness of Sinai. The people complained.
This angered Yahweh. The fire of the Lord burned among them and consumed some of the outer
parts of the camp. The people began to crave the foods they had in Mitsrayim. They complained
about the manna. Moshe heard the people and Yahweh was very angry. Moshe was also displeased with the people. Moshe asks Yahweh to forgive the people. Yahweh tells Moshe to appoint
elders to help him lead the people. 70 Trustworthy men were appointed. They prophesied when
there were in the tabernacle. Two men continued to prophesy in their camp. A young man told
Moshe to make them stop. Moshe said he desired that all the Lord's people were prophets. A wind
sprang up from the Lord which brought quail from the sea. They fell beside the camp. The people
gathered the quail and ate the quail. This made Yahweh angry because the people had the craving
for meat. Miriam and Aharon began to speak against Moshe's wife. Yahweh struck Miriam with leprosy. Aharon begged Yahweh to forgive them and heal Miriam. Miriam was headed and shut outside
the camp for seven days.
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Shelach

Send

Numbers 13:1-15:41

Haftarah

Joshua 2:1-24

Yahweh spoke to Moshe and said, "Send men to spy out the land of Canaan which I am giving to
the people of Israel." So Moshe obeyed Yahweh's command. Moshe instructed the men to see what
the land is like and whether the people who already lived there were strong or weak. Moshe wanted
to know if they were few or many and whether the land that they dwell in was good or bad, rich or
poor, treed or not. Moshe told the men to be of good courage and bring some of the fruit of the land.
The season that they were in was the season of the first ripe grapes. The men went into the land
and cut a branch with a single cluster of grapes. They carried it between two men on a pole. They
also brought pomegranates and figs. After the end of 40 days they returned from spying out the
land. The spies came to Moshe and Aharon and to all the congregation of the people of Israel. They
showed them the fruit of the land. They told Moshe that the land was flowing with milk and honey
and that this was its fruit. However, the people who dwell in the land are strong and the cities are
fortified and very large. The land was full of people. Caleb quieted the people before Moshe and
said, "Let us go up at once and occupy it, for we are able to overcome it." The other spies thought
that the Israelites were not able to overcome the inhabitants of Canaan. They said that giants called
Nephilim lived there. Everyone wept and the people grumbled against Moshe and Aharon. They
wanted to chose a leader and go back to Egypt. Moshe and Aharon fell on their faces before the
people. Joshua and Caleb tore their clothes. They encouraged the Israelites and told them not to
fear but to trust Yahweh to help them. Yahweh told Moshe that he would strike Israel with pestilence
and disinherit them and then make a new nation from Moshe's family. Moshe then interceded for Israel. Yahweh decided to pardon Israel's sin of grumbling and fearing but he promises to judge Israel
and decides not to allow anyone older than 19 into his promised land. The people mourned greatly
and decided to go out into battle. Moshe warned them not to go for Yahweh wouldn't help them. The
people didn't listen and the Amalekites and Canaanites defeated them. Yahweh instructs the people
regarding offerings when they enter the land He is giving them. He also reminds them of the laws
and offerings of unintentional sins. While the people were still in the wilderness, a man was found
gathering sticks on the Sabbath. The people took the man to Moshe. Yahweh decided that the man
must be put to death. He was stoned outside the camp as Yahweh commanded. Yahweh instructed
the people to make tassels on their garments throughout all their generations. They were to put a
cord of blue on the tassel of each corner. The tassels would be for the people to look at and remember all the commandments of Yahweh and do them and not follow after their own eyes. The people
would be holy as Yahweh is holy. He is the Lord our God who brought us out of the land of Mitsrayim to be our God. He is Yahweh our Elohim.
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Korach

Korah

Numbers 16:1-18:32

Haftarah

Isaiah 66:1-24

Korah, Dathan, Abiram, and On took men and rose up before Moshe with a number of the people of
Israel (250 chiefs of the congregation; well-known men). They assembled together against Moshe
and Aharon and said, "You have gone too far! Everyone here is holy and the LORD is among them.
Why do you set yourself above the assembly of Yahweh?" When Moshe heard them, he fell on his
face and said to Korah and the others, "In the morning, Yahweh will show who is his, who is holy,
and will bring him near to him." Moshe instructed Korah and his company to take censers and put
incense on them before Yahweh the next day. Dathan and Abiram were mad a Moshe and they refused to come up. Moshe asked Yahweh not to respect their offerings. Every man took his censer
and put fire in it and laid the incense on them and stood at the entrance of the tent of meeting. The
glory of Yahweh appeared to all the congregation. Then Moshe took the people away from the tents
of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. The ground split apart and the earth swallowed up the wicked men,
their households, and all that belonged to them. Fire came out from the LORD and consumed the
250 men offering incense to Yahweh. Eleazar took the censers and hammered them out as a covering for the altar. Yahweh said only Aharon's descendants could burn incense before him. The next
day, the people began to complain again. A plague had begun among the people because of their
complaining. 14, 700 people died in the plague. Yahweh instructed the people to get the 12 tribe's
staffs and write their names on their staff and Aharon's name on the staff of Levi. Aaron's staff
sprouted and put forth buds and blossoms and bore ripe almonds. They looked at their staffs. Yahweh reminded the people of the duties of the priests and Levites.
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Chukat

Statute

Numbers 19:1-22:1

Haftarah

Judges 11:1-33

Yahweh instructed Moshe and Aharon to have the people them a red heifer without defect which
has never had a yoke on it. Eleazar the priest was to oversee its sacrifice and Yahweh instructed
the people what to do with the animal, the blood, and the ashes from the sacrifice. Yahweh reminds
the people about the laws of purification. When the people came to the wilderness of Zin in the first
month, Miriam died and was buried there. There was no water to drink. The people quarreled with
Moshe because they were thirsty. Yahweh instructed Moshe to take the staff and tell the rock before
their eyes to give them water. This is how Yahweh would bring water from a rock for the people and
their animals to drink. Moshe took the staff and struck the rock two times and water came out for
everyone and their animals to drink. Yahweh said to Moshe, "Because you didn't believe in me, to
uphold me as holy in the eyes of the people of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into
the land that I have given them. These are the waters of Meribah, where the people quarreled with
the LORD, and through them he showed himself holy." Moshe sent messengers into Edom asking
them if Israel could pass through their land but the Edomites refused to give Israel passage through
their territory so Israel turned away from them. When the people came to Mount Hor, Aharon died
and shan't enter the land of promise because Moshe rebelled against Yahweh's command at the
waters of Meribah. Eleazar (Aharon's son) was given Aharon's garments in front of the whole congregation of Israel. Everyone wept for Aharon for 30 days. Kin Arad (the Canaanite) heard Israel
was coming and he fought against Israel and took some of them captive. Yahweh heard Israel's vow
to devote the cities of Arad to destruction if he'd deliver them. Yahweh did as the people vowed. Israel set out to go by way of the Red Sea around Edom. The people became impatient. Yahweh sent
fiery serpents among the people and they bit people and many died. The people came to Moshe
and confessed that they had sinned and spoken against Yahweh and against Moshe. They asked
Moshe to pray. Yahweh told Moshe to take a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. If a snake bit anyone, they could look at the bronze serpent and live. The people set out again. The people sang a
song about the water of the Lord. Israel then sent messengers to the king of the Amorites asking if
they could pass through. The Amorites said no. Israel defeated them and settled in their cities. They
sang another song to Yahweh. Israel also defeated King Og of Bashan and possessed his land.
Then Israel set out and camped in the plains of
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Balak

Balak

Numbers 22:2-25:9

Haftarah

Micah 5:6-6:8

Balak saw what Israel had done to the Amorites. Moab feared the people of Israel. Moab said to the elders of Midian
that Israel would take all of their things. So Balak sent messengers to Balaam near the river in the land of the people
of Amaw. The told Balaam about the people that came out of the land of Mitsrayim. They asked Balaam to curse Israel so that Balak could defeat Israel and drive them out of the land. The elders of Moab and the elders of Midian left
with money for Balaam. They came to Balaam and gave him Balak's message. Yahweh told Balaam not to go with the
men. So, the princes of Moab rose and went back to Balak and said told him that Balaam refused to go with them.
Balak sent more princes who were even more honorable than the first. They came to Balaam and promised him great
honor. They said that they would do whatever Balaam said. They asked him to go with them. They asked him to curse
Israel. Balaam answered and said, "Though Balak were to give me his house full of silver and gold, I could not go beyond the command of Yahweh to do less or more." Then Balaam asked the men to stay overnight. In the morning,
Balaam rose and saddled his donkey and went with the princes of Moab. Yahweh was angry that Balaam went and an
angel of Yahweh stood in the way of Balaam. When Balaam was riding his donkey, his two servants were with him.
The donkey saw the angel with a sword in his hand. The donkey turned and went into the field. Balaam struck the
donkey to turn her toward the road. The angel stood in a narrow path between the vineyards with a wall on either side.
The donkey saw the angel and pushed against the wall and pressed Balaam's foot against the wall. Balaam struck the
donkey again. Then the angel went ahead and stood in a narrow place where there was no way to turn to the right of
to the left. When the donkey saw the angel, she laid down under Balaam. Balaam was angry. He struck the donkey
with his staff. Yahweh opened the donkey's mouth and she said to Balaam, "What have I done to you, that you have
struck me these three times?" Balaam told her that she has made a fool of him. I wish I had a sword in my hand, for
then I would kill you." The donkey said to Balaam, "Haven't you ridden on my all your life? Is it my habit to treat you
this way?" Balaam replied, "No." Then, Yahweh opened Balaam's eyes and he saw the angel standing in the way with
is sword drawn in his hand. He bowed down and fell on his face. Then the angel asked Balaam, "Why have you struck
your donkey these three times? I came out to stop you because your way is wrong. Your donkey saw me. If she would
not have moved, I would have killed you and let her live." Balaam replied, "I have sinned. i didn't know you were there.
If I am wrong, I will turn back." The angel told Balaam to go with the men but to speak only the words that he tells Balaam to speak. Balaam went with the princes of Balak. Balak asked Balaam to curse Israel. Balaam told Balak that he
could only speak the words that Yahweh puts into his mouth. Balak offered sacrifices. He took Balaam to a place were
some Israelites were dwelling. Balaam opened his mouth and blessed the Israelites. Balak took Balaam to another
place. Balaam opened his mouth and blessed the Israelites again. Balak was angry because he wanted Balaam to
curse Israel. He took Balaam to another place and hoped that Yahweh would curse Israel from there. Balaam opened
his mouth and blessed Israel again. Balaam refused to receive any gifts from Balak. He rose and went back to his
home. While the Israelites lived in Shittim, they began to do bad things. They offered evil sacrifices and took evil
wives. They worshipped other gods. Yahweh commanded Moshe to kill the people who had yoked themselves to Baal
of Peor. Behold, one of the people of Israel brought a Midianite woman to his family in front of everyone and Moses.
People were weeping. Phinehas saw them. He rose and left the congregation and took a spear in his hand. He killed
the Israelite man and the Midianite woman. Then the plague on the people of Israel was stopped. Those who died in
the plague was 24,000.
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Pinchas

Phinehas

Numbers 25:10-30:1

Haftarah

1 Kings 18:46-19:21

Yahweh said to Moshe, "Phinehas the son of Eleazar, son of Aharon the priest, has turned back my
anger from the people of Israel. He was jealous with my jealousy among them so that I did not consume the people of Israel in my jealousy." Yahweh established a covenant of perpetual priesthood
with Phinehas, because he was jealous for Yahweh and made atonement for the people of Israel.
The name of the man who was killed with the Midianite woman was Zimri the son of Salu (the chief
of a father's house belonging to the Simeonites). The name of the Midianite woman was Cozbi, the
daughter of Zur (one who was a tribal head of a father's house in Midian). Yahweh instructed
Moshe to strike down the Midianites. After the plague, Moshe was told by Yahweh to take a census. The daughters of Zelophedad named Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Michah, and Tirzah, came to
Moshe. Their father had died and they had no sons. They had no heirs to continue their name because they had no sons. They wanted to have a possession among their father's brothers. Moshe
asked Yahweh what to do. Yahweh said the daughters should have their father's inheritance transferred to them. He said that if a man has no son, then you shall transfer his inheritance to his
daughter. If he has no daughter, you shall transfer his inheritance to his brothers. If he has no
brothers, you shall give his inheritance to his father's brothers. And if his father has no brothers,
then you shall give his inheritance to the nearest kinsman of his clan, and he shall possess it.
Moshe was then instructed to go up the mountain of Abarim. He was then gathered to his people
as Aharon was because he rebelled against Yahweh's word in the wilderness of Zin when the congregation quarreled. Moshe asked Yahweh for a successor. Joshua was selected to lead the people. He was brought before Eleazar the priest and the whole congregation and Moshe laid hands
on him and commissioned him as Yahweh directed through Moshe. Yahweh reminded the people
of the daily offerings, the Sabbath offerings, the monthly offerings, the Passover offerings, the offering for the Feast of Weeks, the offering for the Feast of Trumpets, the offering for the Day of Atonement, and the offering for the Feast of Booths. Moshe spoke to the heads of the tribes of the people saying, "This is what Yahweh has commanded."
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Matot-Massei

Tribes/Journeys

Numbers 30:2-36:13

Haftarah

Jeremiah 1:1-28 / Jeremiah 3:4

No man can make an oath and then break his word. He must do all that he says. If a woman vows a
vow to Yahweh while she lives in her father's house and she is young, and her father hears of her
vow and says nothing, then her pledge stands. If he hears her vow and opposes it, her vow shall not
stand. Yahweh will forgive her because her father opposed her. If she marries a husband and he
hears of her vow and says nothing, then her pledge stands. If he hears her vow and opposes it, her
vow shall not stand. Yahweh will forgive her because her husband opposed her. If her husband
makes null and void her oath because he said nothing on the day that he heard them, he shall bear
her iniquity. If the woman is widowed or divorced, her vows will stand. Yahweh told Moshe to avenge
the people of Israel on the Midianites. Afterward, Moshe was to be gathered to his people in his
death. Moshe told the people to arm themselves. A thousand men from each tribe went to war. They
warred against Midian as Yahweh commanded. The took captives and spoils of war. Moshe was angry because the people weren't supposed to take anyone captive. Eleazar told the people to keep
only gold, silver, bronze, iron, tin, and lead. they could only keep things that could withstand fire.
They could keep nothing made from cloth, skin, hair, or wood. Yahweh told the people to give a tribute to Eleazar the priest from the things they had taken from Midian. The people of the tribes of Reuben and Gad asked Moshe to let them settle without crossing the Jordan River. Moshe told them that
their request would discourage the heart of the people. They agreed to send the men across the Jordan River to fight with Israel. The other members of those tribes settled in Gilead. Yahweh recounted
Israel's journey from the first place to the last. Yahweh told Moshe to tell the people to pass over the
Jordan River into the land of Canaan. They were to drive out the inhabitants of the land and destroy
all their figured stones and metal images. They were to demolish their high places. Yahweh told
Moshe the boundaries of their new land. Yahweh explained to Moshe how to give cities within the
other tribes' lands for the Levites. Yahweh explained to Moshe what cities of refuge were and where
they were to be in each tribe's settlement. Yahweh explained the laws of the marriage of female heirs
to Moshe. They were only allowed to marry within their own tribe if they wanted to keep their inheritance but they could choose their own husbands. If they married outside of their tribe, they forfeited
their inheritance.
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Devarim

Words

Deuteronomy 1:1-3:22

Haftarah

Isaiah 1:1-27

Moshe spoke to Israel all that Yahweh had spoken to him in commandment to Israel. Moshe explained the law saying, Yahweh said, ‘You have stayed long enough at this mountain. Turn and take
your journey, and go to the Amorites and to all their neighbors as far as the river Euphrates. See, I
have set the land before you. Go in and take possession of the land that the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give to them and to their offspring after them.’ The people had multiplied greatly the people. They were like the stars of heaven. Moshe asked the tribes to
choose for themselves leaders who were wise and experienced who could help solve problems that
the people had. If the problem was too hard, they could ask Moshe for help. Moshe reminded the
people of the time that they saw the land that Yahweh was giving them. They were told not to be
afraid. They had sent spies into the land to examine it. The people had refused to go up but rebelled
against the command of Yahweh. They complained. They were afraid. Even though Moshe encouraged them and Yahweh had promised to go before them, they still did not believe Yahweh's word.
This angered Yahweh. Yahweh decided that not one of the adults (except Caleb and Joshua) could
go into the land. The people had finally agreed to do what Yahweh asked. The people had to journey back toward the Red Sea for many days. They had to be careful at times. They wandered for
forty years. They were not allowed to capture Moab because Yahweh had given that land to the
people of Lot. As soon as the people that Yahweh didn't want to enter Canaan had died, Yahweh
told the people to journey to the land he promised to give them. They had to fight battles. Yahweh
put dread and fear into the people all around. They feared Israel because of all of the mighty things
they did with Yahweh's help. Israel had asked the King of Heshbon if they could pass through the
land. He had said No. Israel defeated them upon Yahweh's command. Israel also defeated King Og
of Bashan. Moshe then reminded the people of the land that was given to the Reubenites, the
Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh. The people were to cross over into the land that Yahweh
gave to them and possess it. The mighty men were to go first and occupy the land. Moshe told
Joshua, "Your eyes have seen all that Yahweh has done to these two kings. So will Yahweh do to
all the kingdoms into which you are crossing. You shall not fear them, for it is Yahweh who fights for
you."
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Va'etchanan

And I besought

Deuteronomy 3:23-7:11

Haftarah

Isaiah 40:1-26

Moshe recounts the time he plead with Yahweh and wasn't allowed to enter into the land. Joshua was selected to go over at the
head of the people and put them in possession of the land of Canaan. Moshe was instructed to encourage and strengthen Joshua
for this task. Moshe instructed the people to listen and obey so that they might live and take possession of the land that Yahweh
was giving them. They were commanded not to add to the word that was commanded of them. Moshe tells the people that if they
keep the commandments and do them, that they will be their wisdom and understanding in the sight of the nations. Other nations
will see that Israel is a wise and understanding people. Moshe asked the people, "What nation is there that has a god so near to it
as Yahweh our Elohim is to us, whenever we call upon him. What great nation is there that has statutes and rules so righteous as
all this law that I set before you today? Moshe warns the people to keep their souls diligently so they don't forget the things they
have seen and it leaves their hearts. They were to teach these things to their children and their children's children. Moshe reminded the people of the day they heard the word of Yahweh at Mount Horeb and the mountain burned with fire and was wrapped
with darkness, cloud, and gloom. Yahweh spoke to the people that day from the fire. They heard his voice. He declared to them
His covenant; the Ten Commandments. He wrote them on two tablets of stone. Yahweh commanded Moshe that day to teach the
people the statutes and rules that they might do them in the land of Canaan. Yahweh never appeared to the people. They heard
his voice only. He warns the people not to make an image for themselves in the likeness of man or woman, any figure, an animal,
a bird, or anything that creeps, any fish, the sun, the moon, the stars, or the host of heaven. Yahweh warns that the people will be
drawn away by these things. Yahweh is a consuming fire, a jealous God. If the people do what Yahweh has asked them not to do,
then heaven and earth will witness against them and they will soon utterly perish from the land and not live long in it. They will be
utterly destroyed. They will be scattered among the people and be left few in number among the nations where Yahweh will drive
them. There they will serve other gods. There they will seek Yahweh their Elohim and find him if they search with all their heart
and soul. In tribulation in the latter days, they will return to Yahweh and hear his voice. He is a merciful God. He will not leave us or
forget the covenant with our fathers that he swore to them. Moshe tells the people that nothing has even happened or was ever
heard that was as great as the things that Yahweh does for Israel. Moshe set apart three cities as cities of refuge. Moshe introduces the law, testimonies, statutes, and rules. Moshe recites the ten Commandments beginning with "Hear, O Israel, the statutes
and the rules that I speak in your hearing today and you shall learn them and be careful to do them." He reminds the people of the
covenant with Yahweh. He reminded the people that they said that if they hear the voice of Yahweh anymore, they would lie. They
told Moshe to tell them what Yahweh said. They agreed to hear from Moshe and obey. Yahweh said to Moshe, "Oh, that the people might have such as mind as this always , to fear me and to keep all my commandments forever!" Yahweh promises long life to
those who obey him. Moshe says, "Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You
shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and
when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your
eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates." Yahweh tells the people to remember him in the
prosperity with which he is about to bless them. Moshe tells the people not to test Yahweh but to obey him. If a son questions why
we do what we do, we are to say, "We were slaves in Mitsrayim. Yahweh brought us out with a mighty hand. Yahweh showed us
signs and wonders. He commanded us to do these things and to fear him. This is for our good." Yahweh will give other nations
over to Israel. Israel was to make no covenant with them or intermarry with them. They were to destroy their carved images with
fire. Israel is holy to Yahweh and was chosen to be a people for his treasured possession out of all the peoples of the earth not
because they were great in number but because they were the fewest and because Yahweh loves Israel. Yahweh is faithful to
keep his covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations. He will not
be slack with one who hates him. He will repay them to his face. Therefore, be careful to do the commandment and the statutes
and rules commanded.
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Portion Name

Translation

Address

Ekev

Consequences (Because)

Deuteronomy 7:12-11:25

Haftarah

Isaiah 49:14-51:3

Because His people listen to the rules and keep and do them, Yahweh our Elohim will keep the
covenant and steadfast love for them that he swore to our forefathers. He will love and bless us. He
will multiply us and bless the fruit of our womb and our ground. We shall be blessed above all peoples. He will not put the diseases on us that were seen in Mitsrayim (Egypt). He will put diseases on
all who hate Israel. Israel must not serve the gods of other people. Yahweh instructed the people not
to be fearful of the other nations. They were to remember what He did to Pharaoh and to all Mitsrayim. Yahweh will send hornets among the surrounding nations so that the nations will hide and be
easily destroyed. Yahweh will clear them away little by little. No one will be able to stand against Israel. Their carved images must be burned with fire. Israel must not desire their silver or gold. No one
may bring an abominable thing into their house. They were to detest and abhor things devoted to
destruction. Israel was to be careful to do the whole commandment that Yahweh instructed them to
do that day so that they may live and multiply and have the land promised to them. Yahweh told the
people to remember all that He had done for them in the wilderness. They were to remember both
the miracles and the humbling times. They were to understand that as a man disciplines his son, so
Yahweh disciplines His people. When the blessings come to the people, he charges them to remember Him and remember the commandments. Yahweh promised to go before them as a consuming fire into the land of the Anakim and destroy them and drive them out. This is not because of
the people righteousness. It is because of the nations' wickedness. Moshe reminded Israel of their
rebelliousness, stubbornness, and sin with the golden calf. He reminded them of the times that they
provoked Yahweh to anger by being disobedient and rebellious. Moshe reminded the people of his
intercession (prayers) for them. It was after that prayer that Yahweh gave the people the Ten Commandments. Then Moshe made the ark of acacia wood to put the tablets of stone into. The time and
place of Aharon's death is recorded. Eleazar is made priest. Levi's tribe is charged with carrying the
ark. Israel is required to love Yahweh, walk in his ways, serve him, and keep his instructions. They
were to circumcise their hearts and not be stubborn. They were to love the sojourner. Their eyes
have seen all the great work of Yahweh our Elohim that He did. The people were instructed to put
these words in their souls and bind them as a sign on their hands and use them as frontlets between
their eyes. They must teach them to their children and their children's children. They shall write them
on the doorposts of their houses and on their gates.
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Re’eh

Behold

Deuteronomy 11:26-16:17

Haftarah

Isaiah 54:11-55:5

Yahweh set before the people a blessing and a curse. The blessing was for obeying the commandments and the curse was for disobeying the commandments. The blessing was to be set on Mount
Gerizim and the curse on Mount Ebal in the land of the Canaanites. Yahweh commanded the people to tear down the altars and places of worship of the people in the land. Yahweh chooses a place
for his name and his habitation. This is where the people were to worship and make offerings to
Him. Once all the enemies were defeated, the people were to rejoice before Yahweh our Elohim.
Yahweh told Israel that they could eat meat in their towns but they could not eat their tithe or their
offerings in their towns. They could only eat those things in the place that Yahweh will choose and
there they will rejoice before Yahweh our Elohim. The people are reminded not to eat the blood because the blood is life and they shall not eat the life with the flesh. It was to be poured out onto the
earth like water. The people were to be careful to do all that Yahweh commands. Yahweh forbids
Israel to worship Him the same way that the nations worshipped their gods. The nations have done
every abominable thing that Yahweh hates. Israel is reminded not to add to or take away from the
things that Yahweh commands them to do. If a prophet or dreamer of dreams gives the people a
sign or a wonder and it comes to pass and he tells Israel to follow after other gods and serve them,
they are not to listen to the words. This is because it is a way for Yahweh to test Israel to see if they
fear Him and will hold tightly to Him. The false prophet or dreamer of dreams is to be put to death.
Those who try to lead Israel away from Yahweh were to be put to death with stones. This way, Israel
shall hear and fear and never do any wickedness. If they obey, Yahweh will show them mercy and
compassion and multiply them as He promised. The people were not to do any rituals for the dead.
They were to be holy to Yahweh our Elohim. They were to eat clean foods only. They were not to
boil a kid in its mother's milk. Israel was commanded to bring a tenth of their yield of their fields,
grain, wine, and oil to Yahweh. They were also asked to give the firstborn of their herds and clocks.
If there were too far away and could not bring it, they were to sell their tithe and spend the money on
whatever they wanted to: oxen, sheep, wine, or strong drink, or whatever they desired. They were
not to neglect the Levites in their towns. At the end of three years, they were to bring out all the tithe
and put it in their towns. There, the Levite, sojourner, fatherless, and widows shall all come, eat, and
be filled that Yahweh our Elohim may bless them in the works of their hands. Yahweh teaches the
people about the Sabbatical Year. This occurred every seven years. Yahweh teaches the people
how to keep his feasts and sabbaths.
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Shoftim

Judges

Deuteronomy 16:18-21:9

Haftarah

Isaiah 51:12-52:12

Yahweh instructed the people to choose judges and officers for their towns. They would judge with righteous judgment. The people were not permitted to show partiality or accept a bribe. Israel is not allowed to
plant any tree as an Asherah beside the altar of Yahweh our Elohim. Setting up pillars is also forbidden. If
someone serves or worships the sun, moon, or any host of heaven, and it is true that they have done so,
they are to be put to death on the evidence of two witnesses or of three witnesses. No one may be put to
death on the testimony of just one person. If a case arises that is too difficult to decide, Israel was to go to
the Levitical priest and the judge and consult with them. Israel was to obey and accept the judgment of the
appointed judge and the Levitical priest. They are not to presume they know what the judge will decide
and act before hearing the judgment. Israel was instructed to choose a king from among their brethren (not
a foreigner). The king may not acquire many horses for himself or cause the people to return to Mitsrayim
(Egypt) to acquire many horses. He shall not acquire many wives for himself. He may not acquire excessive gold and silver. The king must write for himself in a book, a copy of the law of Yahweh. This book
must be approved by Levitical priests. He shall read it in the days of his life so he may learn to fear Yahweh our Elohim by keeping all the words of this law and these statutes. All the tribe of Levi has no portion
or inheritance with Israel. They shall eat Yahweh's food offerings. The people were instructed to follow
Yahweh's commands and refrain from offering anything to false gods or idols. Yahweh promises to raise
up a prophet like Moshe from the people. They shall listen to him. He shall speak what Yahweh commands. If a prophet speaks and you don't know if it is Yahweh's word, and it does not come to pass, the
prophet has spoken presumptuously. You need not be afraid of him. If he speaks in the names of other
gods, he must be put to death. Yahweh commands the people to set up three cities of refuge and gives
the ordinances for the cities of refuge. Yahweh instructs the people not to move their neighbor's landmark
(boundary). If someone does wrong and is found guilty from the judges, you shall not pity them. It shall be
a life for a life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot. When Israel goes into battle, they
are not to fear for Yahweh our Elohim is with them. They are not to panic. Officers shall ask the people
who has built a new house and not dedicated it or planted a vineyard and not enjoyed its fruit or betrothed
a wife and not taken her. These men are to go back to his own house. The commanders of the army will
then be chosen to be heads over the people. If cities that are besieged by Israel are willing to make peace
with Israel then they shall become servants of Israel. If they are not willing to make peace, they shall be
plundered and destroyed. In the cities of the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perezzites, Hivites, and Jebusites, there were the Israelites not to make an offer of peace. In those cities, Israel was to leave nothing
alive that breathes. Israel was not to destroy a cities trees by wielding an axe against them. They may eat
from them. Trees that are not for food may be cut down and used for siege works. An atonement must be
made for an unsolved murder by the elders of the surrounding cities. Israel must do what is right in the
sight of Yahweh our Elohim.
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Ki Tetze

When you go out

Deuteronomy 21:10-25:19

Haftarah

Isaiah 54:1-10

Yahweh instructed the people when they went to war against their enemies and they took prisoners from them
that the men had to do something before taking any of the captive women as wives. The Israelite man was to
shave the woman’s head and allow her nails to grow and let her stay in his home and mourn for her mother and
father for one month. Then if the Israelite man still wants to marry her after the one month then he can do so at
that time. If she is not married to him then he is not to sell her as a slave. Yahweh also instructed that if a man
has two wives and the one wife is loved and the other is hated and if they both have children and the firstborn
boy is from the wife that is hated, then a double portion blessing is to be given to the firstborn son of the hated
wife. The husband is not to give the blessing to the firstborn of the wife that is loved because the firstborn son of
the wife that is hated was indeed born first. Yahweh also instructed that if there be a rebellious and stubborn son
that refuses to listen to his parents and still won’t listen even after he is punished by them then they are to bring
the boy to the gates of the city and the elders shall stone him to death. If a man is guilty of death and is hung on
a tree then he is not to be hung until the morning but his body is to be buried that same day. If someone loses
an animal or possession and you find it you should return it to whom it belongs to but if that person is far away or
if you don’t know whose it is then you are to keep it at your house until that person comes looking for it. If you
see someone with their animal in a ditch or pit you are to help them lift it out and not walk by and nothing. Yahweh commands that a man should never dress like a woman and a woman should never dress like a man because this is something that Yahweh hates. If you find a bird’s nest with the momma bird laying on the eggs or
the young you are to let the momma bird go free and you are to take the eggs or the young birds to your house
and help them to live and it will bless your life. When you build a house you should put a railing around the roof
so no one would accidentally fall. When you plant a vineyard you should not mix the seeds. When you plow you
should not plow with a donkey and an ox together. You should not wear clothes that are mixed with wool and
linen together. You should make fringes on the four corners of your clothes. Yahweh instructs people what to do
in the case of personal relationships and family relationships. You shall not lend to your brother with interest. If
you make a vow unto Yahweh you shall keep it or it is sin to you. When a man takes a new wife and there is a
war, the husband shall stay home with his new wife one year before leaving. The fathers shall not be put to
death for the children’s sin and the children shall not be put to death because of the fathers. You should be just
to the stranger, the fatherless and the widow and make sure they are fed. If two men are fighting they are to go
before the judges and the wicked one shall be beaten before the judge no more than 40 stripes. Your weights
and measures should be just and your dealings done righteously.
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Ki Tavo

When you come in

Deuteronomy 26:1-29:8

Haftarah

Isaiah 60:1-22

Yahweh instructs the people to bring their offerings of firstfruits and tithes into the new land that they
He was giving them to possess. He told the people to remember the place from where they came
and to rejoice in all the good that Yahweh has given them and the Levite and the visitor with them.
The people were not to misuse the tithe that was due to Yahweh. Israel is to be a treasured possession for Yahweh because He has made promises to Israel. They are to keep His commandments.
They will be praised and in fame and in honor above all the nations that He has made. Yahweh
commandedd the people to keep the whole commandment told to them. The people were to write all
the words of the law on stones. The stones were to be set up as an altar on Mount Ebal. The stones
were to be uncut. Moses and the Levitical priests declared the curses for disobedience from Mount
Ebal. He proclaimed the blessings for faithful obedience. Yahweh renewed the covenant with Israel
at Mount Moab. Moses told all Israel, "You have seen all that Yahweh did before your eyes in the
land of Mitsrayim (Egypt), to Pharaoh and to all his servants and to all his land, the great trials that
your eyes saw, the signs, and those great wonders. But to this day the Lord has not given you a
heart to understand or eyes to see or ears to hear. I have led you forty years in the wilderness. Your
clothes have not worn out on you, and your sandals have not worn off your feet. You have not eaten
bread, and you have not drunk wine or strong drink, that you may know that I am the Lord your God.
And when you came to this place, Sihon the king of Heshbon and Og the king of Bashan came out
against us to battle, but we defeated them. We took their land and gave it for an inheritance to the
Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of the Manassites.
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Nitzavim/Vayelech

And standing/And went

Deuteronomy 29:9-31:30

Haftarah

Isaiah 61:10-63:9

Yahweh instructs the people to keep the covenant so that they may prosper. Everyone who was present entered into the covenant spoken by Yahweh. But the covenant was to be made with them and
also with those who were not present that day to hear. The people were to beware of those whose
hearts turned away from Yahweh and his covenant. The people were to beware of those who say, "I
shall be safe, though I walk in the stubbornness of my heart." This attitude would lead to a sweeping
away of moist and dry alike. Yahweh would be angry and jealous toward such people. His curses will
be upon them. Those who abandon the covenant of Yahweh will suffer loss and destruction. They
will be cast into another land. The secret things belong to Yahweh but the things that are revealed
belong to us and to our children forever , that we may do all the words of this law. When the blessings and curses come upon the people, they are to return to Yahweh and obey his voice with all their
heart and souls. Yahweh will then have compassion on them and gather them together. They will be
brought into the land that their fathers possessed. They will be prosperous and numerous. Yahweh
will circumcise their hearts and the hearts of their offspring so that they may live. Yahweh gives the
people a choice between life and death saying, “For this commandment that I command you today is
not too hard for you, neither is it far off. It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will ascend to
heaven for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ Neither is it beyond the sea, that you
should say, ‘Who will go over the sea for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?'But the
word is very near you. It is in your mouth and in your heart, so that you can do it. “See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God
that I command you today, by loving the Lord your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his
commandments and his statutes and his rules, then you shall live and multiply, and the Lord your
God will bless you in the land that you are entering to take possession of it. But if your heart turns
away, and you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and serve them, I declare to
you today, that you shall surely perish. You shall not live long in the land that you are going over the
Jordan to enter and possess. I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that you and your offspring may
live, loving the Lord your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life and length
of days, that you may dwell in the land that the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and
to Jacob, to give them.” Joshua is to lead the people after Moshe dies. Moshe encourages him to be
strong and courageous as he leads the people into the land He promised to give them. Then Moshe
wrote the law and gave it to the priests (the sons of Levi). At the end of every seven years, the whole
law was to be read for all to hear. Joshua was to write Moshe's song and teach it to the people of Israel.
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Ha’azinu

Hear

Deuteronomy 32:1-52

Haftarah

Hosea 14:2-10; Micah 7:18-20; Joel 2:15-27

Moshe sings a song to the people. The song is about giving glory to Yahweh and about Israel's decisions. Yahweh is great. His work is perfect. His ways are just. He is faithful. He is upright. He is our
Father and our Creator. We can ask Him questions. We can ask our elders questions too. We are
Yahweh's portion. Israel is the apple of His eye. Yahweh took care of Israel but Israel made Him
jealous. They made bad choices. They went after other gods and idols. That made Yahweh very angry. The enemies of Israel are heathen nations. Yahweh will rescue His people. He will have compassion on His servants. There is no god beside Him. Heaven rejoices with Him and everyone bows
to Him. When Moshe finished singing, he warned the people. He warned them to be careful to do all
the words of the law. It is not an empty word. It is our very life. By this word we shall love long in the
land that we are to possess. Yahweh spoke to Moshe on Mount Nebo in the land of Moab. Moshe
could see Canaan (the land of promise) from the mountaintop. But because Moshe broke faith with
Yahweh in the wilderness of Zin, ad did not treat Yahweh as holy in the midst of the people, he was
not permitted to enter Canaan. Moshe was to die on the mountain as Aaron died on Mount Hor.
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Vezot ha’Bracha

This is the blessing

Deuteronomy 33:1-34:12

Haftarah

Joshua 1:1-18

Moshe pronounced a blessing on the Israelites before his death. He told them that they are loved
and held in Yahweh's hand. He said that Yahweh is their King. Moshe blessed each tribe individually. Then Moshe climbed Mount Nebo from the plains of Moab to the top of Pisgah, across from
Jericho. Moshe saw the whole land. Then Yahweh said to Moshe, “This is the land I promised on
oath to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob when I said, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ I have let you see
it with your eyes, but you will not cross over into it.”
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